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On Track with Goat Tracks
        by Larry Robinson

Looking back, the year 2020 has certainly been an interesting one, and a year to 
hopefully be quickly forgotten. However, I suspect forgetting 2020 will be some-
thing like forgetting a picture that you cannot ‘unsee’.

For me personally, it has been a difficult few months. As I noted in the Fall issue I 
was having to live out of a 25’ trailer, what I now refer to lovingly as the ‘incredible 
shrinking metal box’.  Suffice to say that in my wildest dreams I never intended to 
have to make this ‘box’ my home of residence, but here we are, still trying to get out 

of the box and into a real home; something here like Pinocchio wanting to be a real boy. :-)

Hiking for me has been somewhat minimal, as most of the summer was devoted to getting a house 
ready to sell, and then getting my entourage (goats and sister) from Boise down to Glenwood, NM.

In the last couple of months, we have been able to get out and do some low-impact hiking. The last one 
was one of the first that seemed to me like a real hike, i.e., a hike to water, and a single, well-defined 
trail. I have taken the goats on most of our hiking, as I was hoping to keep them in minimal shape for 
next year. On a recent jaunt to Rain Creek, we forgot our most important gear on the first try, and got 
started too late and didn’t make it all the way to the creek on the second try. However, the third time 
was apparently the charm as we made it to the creek, had lunch and discovered a primo camping 
spot on the third try. Below is URL for the Rain Creek venture: http://www.boiselarry.com/recents/2020/
raincreek/raincreek.html  As should be obvious, unlike Idaho, much of the hiking down here can be done 
year round.

Land use issues have been relatively quiet as of late. NAPgA did get involved in one meeting with land 
use managers over the Custer-Gallatin ongoing Land Use re-write. However trying to keep on top of 
all of the various land use plans opening up in a given year is like trying to keep a field of marmots all 
in their underground bunkers. Which is why NAPgA has entreated all of its members to be aware 
of what is going on in their districts. The NAPgA BOD cannot keep on top of everything that is 
happening across the entire US. Membership itself implies that you are willing to help in some 
way with keeping the woods open for all, especially including our goats.

Please see the message from NAPgA’s President on Page 28.

The Epilogue:

Ever heard of the dilema of the Maytag Repairman? That’s how I feel. Almost every editor gets feedback, 
frequently more than they would like. Me? I never hear from anyone. Isn’t there ever something about 
the magazine that someone doesn’t like? Or does?? Or maybe there is someone that wants to see 
something in the magazine? Talk to me! I got no Maytags to fix, so my time is yours!
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Dwite Sharp, premier goat breeder, after having gone 
through a horrible car accident, and significant disabling 
injuries, is slowly returning to health and goat pursuits. We 
are so glad to see him back.

            Yes, they do look pretty vicious

Charlie Jennings & company, Winds, Sept 2020

This gentleman has put together a rather novel idea in 
goat habitation. The ground is a great insulator as well.

Not sure why this goat is ‘at sea’, but it most certainly 
is. Maybe he signed on as a watch-goat :-)
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Paradise Ranch Research and Development will be offer-
ing a large assortment of Packgoat kids in 2021. We have 
been designing, breeding and training specifically bred 
Packgoats for well over 20 yrs, our genetics are HUGE. 
Now is the time to reserve your 2021 Packgoat kids. The 
reservation list is filling quickly! Don’t let another year 
pass you by. We will sell out quickly!

We offer 8 full blood breeds, Alpines, Oberhasli, Saanen, 
Boer, Nubian, Toggenburg, Lamancha, Kiko and a num-
ber of hybrid lines like our 300lb Sabors.

We offer Saanens that will get near 300lbs, 41”. Our ev-
er-improving genetics are second to none, “The Best is 
Yet to Come!” We breed for Packgoat confirmation and 
temperament and the results speak for themselves. Have 
we hit the mark? Are our Packgoats any good? Don’t take 
our word for it, ask the ones who have purchased them, 
Larry Robinson, Charlie Jennings, Caroline Eddy, Clay 
Zimmerman, Kent Daniels, Dave Suisse, Nancy and John 
Clough, Matt Lyons, Stephen Barnhill, Marc Warnke, 
Ryan Marler, Andy Hurst, Chris Gifford, Jarod Wright, 
Chuck Powell, Jysen Lancaster, Karrie Tingelstad, Kate 
and Bruce Logan, Pam and Debbie Anderson, Richard 
Bend, Robin Gamble, Sally Kagele, Sam Pacioretty, Sean 
Gabriel, Margaret Scott, Travis Browne, Rhonda Rousey, 
and many others.

Our specifically bred Packgoat kids will sell out in 2021, 
don’t wait too long to order. They each come with all vac-
cinations, coccidia treatment, worming and a lifetime of 
support from us. All kids are hand raised, individually, 
with many hours of hands-on personal training by the 
time you receive them. “The Best is Yet to Come” phone: 
785 466 6955 or email: paradise27@tctelco.net

Mudslide & Louis, Bridger-Teton NP, Wyoming 
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Cats, goats, slowly infiltrate household, heart
By Steve Stephens The Columbus Dispatch, 10-18-20
https://www.dispatch.com/story/lifestyle/home-
garden/2020/10/18/column-cats-and-goats-turn-
writer-into-pet-person/5935305002/

I was never a pet person.
But one day, 14 years ago, when I was on the road in 
someplace like Alton, Illinois, or maybe Immokalee, 
Florida, my wife called with news about the cat.
“What cat?” I asked.
“There’s a cat,” she said.
“The babies are talking to it through the screen.”
And that’s how my relationship with Stormy began, a 
relationship that continues to this day and probably 
changed my life, at least in small 
ways.
It certainly changed hers.
Stormy’s arrival wasn’t 
promising, at least not to me. She 
was bedraggled and pregnant 
and wet from the rain, hence her 
name. I had never really had a 
pet and was, shall I say, skeptical.
After several trips to the vet 
and the birth and adoptive 
placement of her kittens, Stormy 
settled in.
She is, I say without exaggeration, the best of all possible 
cats; catlike in her demands, doglike in her devotion.
She is slowing down now, and doesn’t chase away the 
predators and catch the vermin she once did. But she 
still follows me on walks in the woods, sits on my lap 
when we both need a rest, and otherwise behaves as an 
aging best-of-all-possible cat should, plus hairballs.
About a year after that fateful call, I got another. (I was in 
Bristol, Tennessee, or maybe Marysville, Kansas.)
“There’s another cat,” my wife said.
“No,” I replied, with understandable conviction.
And so Lawrence moved in. Lawrence was, and still is, 
the most beautiful of all cats; with a long, silky, jet-black 
coat that fades to white close to her body. When she 
walks she seemed to scintillate from coal to snow.
Lawrence, however, was troubled. Or maybe just more 
catlike than Stormy. She did not like to be touched. She 
was aloof. But she fit in well enough, and has mellowed.
Not long ago she started claiming, when Stormy was 
elsewhere, my lap for naps. Plus, she still brings us 
occasional offerings of the heads of mice and, her 
favorite, chipmunks. (Even though she is getting along 

in years, this was still a 13-chipmunk summer for 
Lawrence.)
And then there are the goats.
My twins, who once talked baby talk to a stray cat 
through a screen, are now 15.
They have, of course, had pets, Stormy and Lawrence, for 
as long as they can remember.
But a couple of years ago, my daughter decided our 
family was still sadly deficient.
She has a friend who raises goats — meat goats. Meat 
goats were not going to cut it for Katey, however. 
She wanted something durable and non-edible and 
completely without utility except for the love it might 
bring.
And so we bought a barn and fence and two baby pygmy 
goats.
Peanut and Angel were scratch-and-dent goats, 
imperfect specimens from a show standpoint, but ideal 
from a love (and price) standpoint.
But apparently one cannot stop with just two pygmy 
goats. So, about a year ago, baby Clover joined the team.
The goats, as a rule, do not sit on my lap or bring me 
heads. But they love to frolic, and Peanut, as the only 
non-human male in our menagerie, really appreciates 
a good head-to-fist butting session with me whenever I 
take out a branch full of oak leaves or other tidbit to the 
goat pen.
Apparently I’m a pet person now.
Steve Stephens is the Dispatch home reporter. Email him 
at sstephens@dispatch.com or follow him on Twitter @
SteveStephens

Stormy chills with her 
friend, Steve Stephens

Goats Damage Police Car As Officers Respond
By Lee Moran
Police in the United Kingdom launched a tongue-in-cheek appeal 
to track down the pesky ruminants.

Cops on the Isle of Wight off the south coast of England 
launched a tongue-in-cheek appeal to find two young 
goats caught on camera clambering over a police car, 
according to multiple news outlets.
The kids jumped onto the roof of the vehicle on Tuesday 
as officers were dealing with the discovery of an 
unexploded mortar shell, dating from World War II, in a 
field outside the town of Newport.
“A couple of ‘kids’ caused 
damage to one of our 
police vehicles,” tweeted 
police. “If you recognize 
the offenders from the 
photo please let us 
know…”

https://www.dispatch.com/story/lifestyle/home-garden/2020/10/18/column-cats-and-goats-turn-writer-into-pet-person/5935305002/
https://www.dispatch.com/story/lifestyle/home-garden/2020/10/18/column-cats-and-goats-turn-writer-into-pet-person/5935305002/
https://www.dispatch.com/story/lifestyle/home-garden/2020/10/18/column-cats-and-goats-turn-writer-into-pet-person/5935305002/
https://www.huffpost.com/author/lee-moran
https://www.plymouthherald.co.uk/news/uk-world-news/kids-damage-police-car-royal-4442325
https://metro.co.uk/2020/08/20/hunt-delinquent-goats-police-car-hijacked-broad-daylight-13153648/
https://www.unilad.co.uk/animals/isle-of-wight-police-hunting-delinquent-goats-who-hijacked-their-car-in-broad-daylight/
https://www.unilad.co.uk/animals/isle-of-wight-police-hunting-delinquent-goats-who-hijacked-their-car-in-broad-daylight/
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Land Use Issues
Although Land Use issues are in a bit of a lull right now, 
that does not mean that the planners are not planning. 
Sadly, because many of our land use woes are attribut-
able to Bighorn Sheep, or maybe better stated, are at-
tributable to Land Manager’s attempt to pin their BHS 
health troubles on the precious few goats that we drag 
into the woods each summer, BHS continue to be a bit 
of a focus on what is transpiring for us and our con-
tinued access to the land. So articles about BHS and 
their various disease issues, along with Land Managers 
attempts to cope with those issues, will continue to be 
relevant reading for the attentive goatpacker that de-
sires to maintain his/her access to wilderness environs.

Mycoplasma in Big Horns
by David Sparks Ph.d, click here for bio
Program: Line on Agriculture, April 25, 2019, Download Report: 
Mycoplasma_in_Big_Horns.mp3

There is an age-old dispute between domestic 
sheepherders and environmentalists about 
respiratory disease, as in pneumonia, being spread 
by domestic sheep to wild big horn sheep. A great 
deal of research on this topic has been conducted by 
Dr. Maggie Highland, Veterinary Medical Officer -- 
Researcher with the USDA.
“We describe identifying mycoplasma ovipneumoniae 
in host species outside of the subfamily Caprinae. So 
to put that in a more basic lay term, originally this 
bacterium was believed to infect only sheep and goat 
species that would be sheep, goats and musk ox fall 
within that subfamily Caprinae research that began 
about five years ago screening ungulate animals and 
just any animal that I could get a nasal swab from 
because I was curious…Is it true that only sheep and 
goats can carry a mycoplasma? There’s a mycoplasma 
textbook that I had read a statement in in trying 
to bring myself up to speed on mycoplasma in the 
statement was pretty much the guiding force for 
looking in other species actually I’ve started looking 
at other species and then I found this quote and that 
is the concept that mycoplasma species of bacterium 
are very host specific is probably due to the fact that 
we find a mycoplasma species at a higher prevalence 
in one or two species of mammals and then we 
think well that’s the only species that carries that 
organism. We make that assumption without ever 
looking at other species of animals and that is exactly 
what drove me to look at other animals.” And she 
found the pathogen in deer and moose among other 
animals.

Bighorn sheep in South Okanagan facing 
their own pandemic
Steve Arstad, August 14, 2020
https://infotel.ca/newsitem/bighorn-sheep-facing-their-own-
pandemic/it75998
The region’s Bighorn sheep are facing a potential 
pandemic of their own after cases of a highly contagious 
disease was found in two lambs.
Wild Sheep Society of British Columbia’s Chris Barker 
says his organization received word of sheep exhibiting 
symptoms of Mycoplasma ovipneumonia in South 
Okanagan herds, with recent tests confirmed in lambs in 
the Vaseux Lake herd.
Barker says it’s hard to say how much devastation this 
will cause the South Okanagan sheep herds. A similar 
infestation in the early 2000s resulted in the loss of 75 to 
90 per cent of the herd.
“So far it’s in this year’s lamb recruitment. We could lose 
the entire lamb crop this year. If it moves to adults of all 
ages, ewes and rams, we could potentially be faced with an 
all-age die off reminiscent of the early 2000s,” Barker says.
He says sheep don’t know the meaning of social distancing 
and legislation to protect the wild herds is badly needed.
“Until strict and drastic measures are put in place to 
ensure separation, we are going to continue to lose wild 
sheep to their own pandemic at an alarming rate,” he says.
One of the most important factors in controlling the 
disease is to keep domestic sheep and goats separated 
from wild sheep.
The disease poses a threat to more than the South 
Okanagan’s population of roughly 450 sheep. Barker says 
Fraser River herds are also threatened from Lillooet to 
Williams Lake, where 45 sheep were recently tested, and 
11 euthanized.
Barker says the Chasm herd went from 125 sheep to 15 
in two years due to the disease.
He says the public can help by being eyes on the ground 
in the South Okanagan, taking photos if possible and 
reporting any sign of sick lambs to the regional biologist.
He encourages people to write their MLA to request 
protection for the sheep.
“They need policy and regulation, and that requires 
public pressure,” 
he says.
To contact a reporter 
for this story, email 
Steve Arstad or 
call 250-488-3065 
or email the editor.

http://www.aginfo.net/index.cfm/author/id/17
http://www.aginfo.net/index.cfm/reports/program/2
http://www.aginfo.net/Assets/Audio/Mycoplasma_in_Big_Horns.mp3
http://infotel.ca/tag/steve-arstad
https://infotel.ca/newsitem/bighorn-sheep-facing-their-own-pandemic/it75998
https://infotel.ca/newsitem/bighorn-sheep-facing-their-own-pandemic/it75998
mailto:sarstad@infonews.ca
mailto:sarstad@infonews.ca
mailto:news@infonews.ca
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U.S. ends sheep grazing in parts of Idaho wilderness areas
BY KEITH RIDLER ASSOCIATED PRESS, JULY 08, 2020
https://www.kansas.com/news/business/article244095797.html

FILE - 
This Aug. 
23, 2015, 
file photo 
shows 
Alpine 
Lake in the 
Sawtooth 
National 
Forest, 

south of Stanley, Idaho. U.S. officials have permanently closed 
four sheep and goat grazing allotments in and near central 
Idaho wilderness areas, including the Sawtooth National Forest, 
that are important habitat for wolves, bighorn sheep and other 
wildlife. MARK MORICAL AP
BOISE, IDAHO
U.S. officials have permanently closed four sheep and 
goat grazing allotments in and near central Idaho 
wilderness areas that are important habitat for wolves, 
bighorn sheep and other wildlife.
The 140 squares miles (360 square kilometers) 
contained in the allotments are northeast of Ketchum 
in the Sawtooth National Forest and Salmon-Challis 
National Forest. The area is also a big draw for 
backcountry enthusiasts.
The Sagebrush Habitat Conservation Fund and Lava 
Lake Land & Livestock announced the agreement last 
week. The deal involved a negotiated payment from 
the conservation group to the sheep grower to end the 
grazing, but terms weren’t released. The U.S. Forest 
Service has signed off on the deal as well to permanently 
close the grazing allotments.
The conservation group buys out grazing allotments and 
would ultimately like to end grazing on public lands in 
the U.S. West. Lava lake Land & Livestock grows sheep 
in southern and central Idaho, specializing in grass-fed, 
wild-range lamb. 
“The conclusion of domestic sheep grazing on these 
public lands will forever end potential conflicts between 
livestock grazing and native plants and animals,” the 
Sagebrush Habitat Conservation Fund and Lava Lake 
Land & Livestock said in a joint news release.

The deal is possible because of a provision in a 2015 
wilderness bill.

President Barack Obama signed the Sawtooth National 
Recreation Area and Jerry Peak Wilderness Additions 
Act after Republican U.S. Rep. Mike Simpson of Idaho got 
ranchers, recreationists and environmental groups to 
back the plan.

The legislation created three wilderness areas that 
combined protect some 463 square miles (1,200 
square kilometers). They are the Jim McClure-Jerry 
Peak Wilderness, the Cecil D. Andrus White Clouds 
Wilderness and the Hemingway-Boulders Wilderness.

Simpson had been working on wilderness 
designation for 15 years, but some groups upset 
with the delay pushed Obama to designate a much 
larger area a national monument. That possibility 
is widely believed to have led to the wilderness bill 
passing despite opposition, particularly in rural 
Custer County, where some of the wilderness areas 
are located.

As part of a compromise, the legislation allowed 
continued livestock grazing where it existed before 
the wilderness designation. However, a provision 
allows grazing allotments to be voluntarily and 
permanently retired.

“It was good to work together in the service of a 
goal we as ranchers and conservationists share with 
the Sagebrush Habitat Conservation Fund — the 
permanent protection of sensitive lands,” Brian Bean 
of Lava Lake Land & Livestock said in a statement.

Jon Marvel, vice-president of the Sagebrush Habitat 
Conservation Fund, said that Lava lake Land & 
Livestock is the only sheep grower he was aware of 
that had committed to non-lethal measures when 
protecting sheep from predators.

Marvel said there are more than a dozen other 
grazing allotments involving sheep and cattle in or 
near the wilderness areas his group would like to see 
retired, and has reached out to additional ranchers 
but has no takers so far.

Ranchers in the area can face a variety of pressures, 
including restrictions on the number of livestock 
allowed in certain areas due to environmental 
concerns. Some have faced lawsuits from 
environmental groups.

Besides being good wildlife habitat, the area also 
draws backcountry enthusiasts with some of the 
best scenic vistas and outdoor adventures in Idaho. 
Marvel noted some backcountry travelers, like 
wildlife, have also come in conflict with domestic 
grazing operations in the area. He noted in particular 
aggressive sheep guard dogs.

Voluntary retirement of grazing allotments is “a good 
solution to these kinds of conflicts,” Marvel said. “It 
can solve these problems without litigation.”

https://www.kansas.com/news/business/article244095797.html
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Genetic study suggests domestic goats got 
pathogen-resistant gene from wild relatives
by Bob Yirka , Phys.org, MAY 21, 202
https://phys.org/news/2020-05-genetic-domestic-
goats-pathogen-resistant-gene.html
An international team of researchers has found evidence 
that suggests wild relatives of domestic goats passed on 
a gene to their domesticated relatives that boosts their 
pathogen resistance. In their paper published in the 
journal Science Advances, the group describes their study 
of goat genetic history and what they learned from it.
As the researchers note, by providing a steady source of 
meat and milk, goat domestication played an important 
role in the advancement of agriculture, and from there, 
the development of civilizations. But they also note that 
it is still not clear what sort of genetic changes domestic 
goats may have undergone that allowed them to become 
such a successful domesticated animal. In this new effort, 
the researchers sought to learn more about such changes 
by studying the genes of both modern and ancient 
species.
The work involved analyzing the genes of 164 modern 
domestic goats, 24 modern wild goats, 52 ancient goats 
and four ancient wild goats from different parts of the 
world. As part of their analysis, they sequenced all the 
samples and also carried out a demographic analysis 
of each as a means of isolating genes that were passed 
between different species.
The researchers found that modern domestic goats 
got a lot of gene segments from wild mountain goats. 
And one gene in particular, from a West Caucasian tur-
like species, appears to have given modern goats an 
immune boost. The gene transfer was calculated to have 
occurred approximately 7,200 years ago, and it helped 
domesticated goats ward off a pathogen that interferes 
with digestion. The wild goat was believed to have lived 
in a subtropical environment where it had adapted to 
the pathogens found there. The researchers report that 
almost every species of modern goat has the gene—it 
codes for a protein produced in the lining of the gut. 
Testing showed that the few modern species that do not 
have the gene are more susceptible to infestations of 
nematode worm eggs.
The researchers conclude by suggesting that successful 
domestication of goats appears to have more to do with 
genetic additions that warded off pathogens in crowded 
conditions than for increased milk production.

Pathways of disease spillover among 
domestic and wild sheep and goats in the 

western United States
by Margaret Nagle, University of Maine, JANUARY 7, 2020
https://phys.org/news/2020-01-pathways-disease-spillover-
domestic-wild.html
A new large-scale genetic study has determined 
that domestic sheep and goats are the source of 
bronchopneumonia in bighorn sheep and mountain 
goats in the western United States, according to a 
research team led by Pauline Kamath, University of 
Maine assistant professor of animal health.
Using nearly 600 isolates collected over a 33-year period, 
the five-member team studied the genetic structure 
of the bacterium Mycoplasma ovipneumoniae, the 
primary causative agent of bronchopneumonia, in the 
domestic and wild sheep and goats to better understand 
transmission and spillover dynamics of the pathogen.
Spillover diseases have significant consequences 
for human and animal health, including wildlife 
conservation efforts, according to the researchers, 
writing in Scientific Reports, a Nature Research journal. 
In particular, bronchopneumonia has contributed to 
historical declines of bighorn sheep across western 
North America.
The disease is believed to have originated following 
exposure to domestic sheep introduced by European 
settlers and continues to impede conservation efforts to 
reestablish bighorn sheep across the species’ range.
The genetic data in the new study identify domestic 
sheep as the primary infection reservoir, and source of M. 
ovipneumoniae spillover to bighorn sheep and mountain 
goats. Domestic goat strains were genetically distinct, 
but were also found to spill over into bighorn sheep. 
Following spillover events, the pathogen may persist in 
wildlife populations for extended periods.
The researchers found a high number of bacterial strains 
in domestic sheep flocks, the majority of which (77%) 
harbored unique strains. In domestic goats, there also was 
a large proportion of herds with unique strains (46%).
In contrast, 9% of bighorn sheep herds were infected 
with unique strains of M. ovipneumoniae. One of 
the strains detected in bighorn sheep was shared 
with domestic sheep; another with domestic goats.
The data suggest that the ability to predict M. 
ovipneumoniae spillover into wildlife populations 
may remain a challenge given the high strain diversity 
in domestic hosts and need for more comprehensive 
pathogen surveillance, the researchers write. Knowledge 
of pathogen movement, invasion frequency and sources 
is key to helping predict the ability of spillover host 
species to persist and recover from pathogen infections.

https://phys.org/news/2020-05-genetic-domestic-goats-pathogen-resistant-gene.html
https://phys.org/news/2020-05-genetic-domestic-goats-pathogen-resistant-gene.html
https://phys.org/tags/goat/
https://phys.org/tags/genes/
https://phys.org/tags/ancient+species/
https://phys.org/tags/ancient+species/
https://phys.org/tags/species/
https://phys.org/tags/pathogens/
http://www.umaine.edu/
https://phys.org/news/2020-01-pathways-disease-spillover-domestic-wild.html
https://phys.org/news/2020-01-pathways-disease-spillover-domestic-wild.html
https://phys.org/tags/sheep/
https://phys.org/tags/bighorn+sheep/
https://phys.org/tags/genetic+data/
https://phys.org/tags/mountain+goats/
https://phys.org/tags/mountain+goats/
https://phys.org/tags/strains/
https://phys.org/tags/domestic+sheep/
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I am always looking for folks to describe their goat-travels here in Goat Tracks. I have a lot of my 
stories on backlog, but you are going to get real tired of just reading about me! Please consider 
sending me a narrative of your adventures. I can edit like mad, but can’t descibe your travels!

Land Use Issues
Downloadable Articles (PDF)

An Unlikely Source of Bighorn Mortality

Researchers Eradicate Disease in Hells Canyon 
Sheep

Study Launched to Identify Unknown Disease in 
Mountain Goats

Scientists Make Strides Toward Restoring 
Bighorn Sheep in the American West

Desert Bighorn Population in Good Health

Climate Change Effects Upper Regions of Hells 
Canyon the Most

Risk, An Analysis Regarding Our Goat Travels

A Maine chicken has decided deer are not 
welcome on her farm
by Julia Bayly, BDN Staff, Thursday, October 8th 2020
https://wgme.com/news/local/a-maine-chicken-has-decided-deer-
are-not-welcome-on-her-farm

(BDN) -- There’s nothing particularly unusual about the 
deer that come out of the woods to help themselves to 
the apples and acorns that fall from Dawn Flagg’s trees. 
But things got a bit unusual on Flagg’s farm recently 
when one of her chickens decided the deer have no 
business in or near the barnyard.
The chicken in question is a Blue Plymouth Rock hen 
named Smokey. Flagg said she first noticed something 
was going on about a week ago when she caught sight of 
Smokey marching up to some of the feeding deer.
“The first time Smokey saw the deer she just walked 

right up to them and was checking them out,” Flagg said. 
“She was like, ‘You are not my goats, who are you?’”
The next day, Flagg said, Smokey was a bit more 
aggressive.
“She went up to the deer and she was all puffed up,” 
Flagg said. “It was like she was saying, ‘You are not one 
of us, so get out of here.’”
The tactic worked on the younger deer, according 
to Flagg, who fled back into the woods around the 
barnyard with Smokey hot on their heels. The more 
mature deer, on the other hand, seem to be having a 
hard time taking the chicken seriously.
“The bigger deer look at her like, ‘You are so small we 
could just stomp you,’” Flagg said. “But she will chase 
them, too.”
Blue Plymouth Rocks are the result of crossing an 
Andalusian rooster with a Plymouth Barred Rock hen. 
Both are heritage breed chickens, meaning their lineage 
goes back generations. They are known for being prolific 
egg layers who do well in colder climates.
They are also typically sweet, calm and docile members 
of a flock who are very curious. Smokey apparently did 
not get the memo on the sweet and docile bit.
“I’ve never seen a chicken chase deer like this before,” 
Flagg said. “The roosters I have now were supposed to 
be for protecting the flock but they are really friendly 
and it’s Smokey that runs out to defend the other 
chickens.”
Smokey does get along with the other 15 members of 
her flock in addition to Flagg’s two ducks, two goats, two 
dogs and two cats. She also gets along with humans.
“I can walk up to her and she just squawks at me and 
then goes about her business,” Flagg said. “This is part 
of the fun of chickens, they have such wicked different 
personalities.”

https://trib.com/opinion/columns/pillmore-fladager-an-unlikely-source-of-bighorn-mortality/article_2ae7e7c7-f071-5b77-8428-861bf4572bdc.html
https://www.gohunt.com/read/news/researchers-eradicate-disease-in-greater-hells-canyon-bighorn-sheep#gs.ho8v88
https://www.gohunt.com/read/news/researchers-eradicate-disease-in-greater-hells-canyon-bighorn-sheep#gs.ho8v88
https://northfortynews.com/category/new-scene/outdoors/study-launched-to-identify-unknown-disease-in-mountain-goats/
https://northfortynews.com/category/new-scene/outdoors/study-launched-to-identify-unknown-disease-in-mountain-goats/
https://phys.org/news/2013-05-scientists-bighorn-sheep-american-west.html
https://phys.org/news/2013-05-scientists-bighorn-sheep-american-west.html
https://the-journal.com/articles/160746
https://www.wallowa.com/climate-change-effects-upper-regions-of-hells-canyon-most/article_bfd92048-6246-11ea-9d47-0bf9e478d2b8.html
https://www.wallowa.com/climate-change-effects-upper-regions-of-hells-canyon-most/article_bfd92048-6246-11ea-9d47-0bf9e478d2b8.html
http://www.goattracksmagazine.org/downloads/2020/risk.pdf
https://bangordailynews.com/2020/10/07/homestead/this-maine-chicken-has-decided-deer-are-not-welcome-on-her-farm/
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Sweatered Goats? What are Sweatered Goats?

Sweatered goats is a charity project of Christy Sommers helping fund a school in Varanasi, India. The need is 
obvious, and without the help of these calendar sales, these children would have a bleak future indeed.

Last year she was able to make a donation of $9,660 to Asha Deep School in Varanasi, India between calendar 
sales and individual donations--the $5 or $10 that many of you added to your purchase adds up to a significant 
sum! That amount supports about two and a half months of the school’s operating costs. 

Order Now:

You can order your 2021 calendars through my Google Form. I do run out of calendars every year, so order now 
to ensure that you get yours before we run out. You can see the cover and the monthly goat ‘models’ in the Goo-
gle Form below. If you would like to pick up your calendars in Boulder, Colorado, I’d be happy to connect with 
you in person rather than mailing them--just indicate that on the form. Calendars are $13 again this year (if you 
order through me), and all the payment info is available on the form.

Click here to order now: https://forms.gle/Leca78vBfN482oXo6 

Alternate Ordering Options:

If you think my Google Form system is a bit ridiculous--you’re right. But it works almost all the time, and it’s the 
best/only way for me to be able to take in donations for Asha Deep while also selling the calendar. If you’d rather 
get package tracking and a receipt, feel more official, and /or pay with a credit card, you are welcome to purchase 
from Etsy instead. If you are ordering on Etsy but want to make a donation to Asha Deep school, you can do so 
directly on the Asha Deep website.

New Item! 

There are also now 5.5” notecards/prints of some past calendar models available on Etsy! 

Please share this email or the link to the order form to anyone else that you know is interested in goat fashion, 
fun, or keeping track of time. 

Yours in goat solidarity since 2014,
Christy and her sweatered friends
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From the Training Pen
(The Best of Rex Summerfield)

Keeping Low Impact on the Trail

Sweatered Goats? What are Sweatered Goats?

Sweatered goats is a charity project of Christy Sommers helping fund a school in Varanasi, India. The need is 
obvious, and without the help of these calendar sales, these children would have a bleak future indeed.

Last year she was able to make a donation of $9,660 to Asha Deep School in Varanasi, India between calendar 
sales and individual donations--the $5 or $10 that many of you added to your purchase adds up to a significant 
sum! That amount supports about two and a half months of the school’s operating costs. 

Order Now:

You can order your 2021 calendars through my Google Form. I do run out of calendars every year, so order now 
to ensure that you get yours before we run out. You can see the cover and the monthly goat ‘models’ in the Goo-
gle Form below. If you would like to pick up your calendars in Boulder, Colorado, I’d be happy to connect with 
you in person rather than mailing them--just indicate that on the form. Calendars are $13 again this year (if you 
order through me), and all the payment info is available on the form.

Click here to order now: https://forms.gle/Leca78vBfN482oXo6 

Alternate Ordering Options:

If you think my Google Form system is a bit ridiculous--you’re right. But it works almost all the time, and it’s the 
best/only way for me to be able to take in donations for Asha Deep while also selling the calendar. If you’d rather 
get package tracking and a receipt, feel more official, and /or pay with a credit card, you are welcome to purchase 
from Etsy instead. If you are ordering on Etsy but want to make a donation to Asha Deep school, you can do so 
directly on the Asha Deep website.

New Item! 

There are also now 5.5” notecards/prints of some past calendar models available on Etsy! 

Please share this email or the link to the order form to anyone else that you know is interested in goat fashion, 
fun, or keeping track of time. 

Yours in goat solidarity since 2014,
Christy and her sweatered friends

Goats on the Trail

One of the biggest advantages to using pack goats is 
that we don’t have to lead them or even have them 
strung together like most other pack animals. Not 
having your animals on a lead leaves them free to 
explore and wander off trail as you travel along. 
Even though you are traveling with the goats loose, 
you still need to have a plan to get the goats under 
control quickly. Try keeping a lead rope on each 
goat while hiking to help control them quickly if the 
need arises. Tie the extra rope to the saddle leaving 
a loop hanging from the goat’s collar or halter that 
you can grab if necessary.

Packgoats have been used in the US for several 
decades now but nearly every day I still meet 
someone just finding out about them for the first 
time. Chances are that many of the people you 
meet on the trail as well as land use managers 
will be uneducated about pack goats. It is vitally 
important that we make a good impression with 
everyone we meet to help show goat packing in 
a positive manner.  Most of the trails we use with 
our goats are on public land, usually under state or 
federal jurisdiction.  With public land comes land 
use guidelines. In regards to trails, there may be 
restrictions on the type of animal that can use the 
trail, number of animals allowed in each group and 
restrictions on how the trail can be used. There 
are also some general guidelines that users are 
expected to follow, or trail etiquette if you will. 
This may include simple right of way issues or 
suggestions to help keep the trail from eroding. 
For example; when you meet a group coming the 
other way and need to pass in a narrow section, 
the general rule of thumb is that the group with the 
larger animals has right of way. The person with 
the smaller animal, or no animal, should step off the 
trail on the downhill side. This is important because 
it will keep a spooky horse on the uphill side of the 
trail. Many trails are in steep dangerous country 
and a horse spooking off the downhill side of the 
trail can be deadly for the horse and its rider. I 

know a few people who stubbornly refuse to worry 
about which side of the trail they get off claiming 
the horse owner should be responsible for having 
a spooky horse on the trail in the first place. This 
attitude leaves a bad impression on the people we 
meet on the trail. Courtesy is always the best course 
of action. Besides, we are using goats so moving 
downhill is no problem for us. 
Always promote the positive low impact use of 
pack goats with people who stop to talk to you on 
the trail. Carrying a pamphlet like those available 
through the NAPgA to hand out to people who are 
curious is a great way to introduce people to pack 
goats and will save you some time by not having to 
answer the same questions over and over. 
Now that we have promoted the low impact use of 
pack goats, how do we ensure that they are indeed 
low impact? There are a few behaviors inherent 
in goats which lend themselves to destructive 
behavior if not managed by us. One is their pension 
for eating the greenery along the way. This is 
great because we don’t have to pack weed free 
hay or feed supplements, thereby preventing the 
unnatural introduction of invasive plants to the 
backcountry. The downside is that goats can strip 
a sparse area of vegetation in short order. Make 
sure not to stop in scenic areas or camp spots used 
by other trail users where this could be a problem. 
Camping off the beaten path gives the goats places 
to browse and keeps our impact to a minimum.
Another behavior we need to manage is goats 
traveling off trail. Generally a narrow trail will 
prevent the goats from causing any noticeable 
damage. One sensitive area for all trail managers 
is people or animals cutting the switchbacks. 
For anyone not familiar with western trails, a 
switchback is a place where the trail curves back 
above or below itself in steep country. Goats strung 
out behind you will see you above or below  them 
and cut straight to you instead of staying on the 
trail. A frowned upon action by all land managers 
known as “cutting the switchback.” This eventually 
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leads to a shortcut trail on a steep section which 
channels water and starts unwanted erosion that 
damages the hillside and trail. The bad news is that 
goats are notorious for cross country travel and 
cutting straight up to you just makes more sense to 
the goat than taking the long way around the trail. 
There are several things you can do to prevent this. 
The first thing would be to encourage your goats to 
stay on the trail. Use a narrow section of trail and 
use a squirt gun to discourage any goat who walks 
off the side of the trail. Squirt it when it walks off 
the trail and praise it when it returns to the trail. 
Be consistent and the goat will eventually figure 
it out. Another option is to tie the goats together 
when you are in an area with a lot of switchbacks, 
a practice known as “stringing”. Tying the goats 
into a pack string requires some practice at home 
before you try it on the trail. Making sure to tie all 
the goats in their proper hiking order is paramount 
to success with this method.  A simpler method is 
to stop just short of the switchback and let all the 
goats catch up to you. Once the goats are bunched 
up right behind you, then you can head into the 
switchback. If none of the goats are lagging, then 
there are no goats far enough behind to be tempted 
to cut the switchback. A combination of training 
and goat management are necessary to work out 
the problem but it is easily accomplished by the 
responsible packer.
See you on the trail!

In my frequent forays into the files that make up the GT Ar-
chives, I have come to the conclusion that the only reason that 
everyone doesn’t have a copy of this information is that they 
just don’t realize how completely entertaining lots of this stuff 
is. There have been some great writers for GT over the years!UPS Guy and Veeeerry Friendly Goat :-)
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Cuzco’s Revenge
By Nan Hassey
It was a frosty evening in the days of yore when Cuzco the 
Wonder Goat was but a wee lad of two and still had both 
horns. He lived in a large pasture on a ranch in Lake City, 
CO that several other people and I rented for our horses. 
The other boarders and I took turns feeding the horses 
every evening. There was no barn on the property—it was 
simply a large, empty hay field with a few trees scattered 
along the western side, and there were no lights or other 
improvements.
The hay was stacked inside a barbed wire enclosure to 
keep the horses out, but it didn’t keep Cuzco out. More 
importantly it didn’t keep the elk out! Our hay stack was 
soon getting knocked down and rapidly consumed by a 
herd of over 100 elk which happily jumped the barbed wire 
and helped themselves whenever they felt like it. So the 
Forest Service provided us with a supply of 12x12 foot 
panels that looked like oversized pallets. We stood them up 
and lashed them to the hay enclosure and used a half-sized 
panel for a tall, narrow gate. It looked like a dilapidated 
wooden fortress but it worked — even on Cuzco!
It was my friend Lisa’s turn to feed and as usual she 
brought her dog Whitman along with her. Whitman was a 
Border Collie who was woefully under-stimulated at home 
and undertrained everywhere else. He loved coming to the 
ranch with Lisa but unfortunately she rarely supervised 
him on these visits so he would often chase the horses 
and especially Cuzco. Lisa would occasionally take notice 
and scold Whitman but she was largely oblivious and her 
feeble remonstrances had no effect on the exuberant dog.
Cuzco hated Whitman and was terrified of him. The goat 
would sometimes hide under the horses who would kick 
Whitman away, but often Cuzco ended up racing circles 
around the pasture with the dog happily nipping at his heels. 
One good whack would have fixed Whitman’s wagon, but 
for some reason that goat never learned how to stand up to 
canines. So Cuzco would run and Whitman would chase, 
but Cuzco knew who was ultimately responsible for the 
situation and it wasn’t the dog.
Although he was afraid to face the dog, he had no such 
reservations about taking on the owner. As time went on, 
Cuzco became more and more aggressive toward Lisa. He 
started blocking her when she tried to come through the 
gate, he bumped into her as she walked across the field, 
and soon he was rearing up on his hind legs and threatening 
her with his horns. It wasn’t long before Lisa was scared 
to come into the pasture without a broom to fend Cuzco 
off. Even with a weapon in hand she was afraid to confront 
him directly. Although Cuzco was only two years old, he 

Cuzco in the winter of ‘03/’04 when this story took place. 
Lake City winters were very cold and Cuzco had no shelter 
so I sewed together a pair of mittens to protect his ears 
from frostbite.
was already a substantial goat with an attitude to match 
his size.
Winter nights in Lake City are cold. Dusk was falling 
when Lisa arrived to feed horses, and as usual she 
brought her dog with her. She untwisted the wire and 
dragged open the heavy wooden gate to the hay fortress. 
Whitman followed Lisa inside, but neither of them 
noticed the silent horned menace stalking closely behind 
them. Lisa was pulling a bale from the stack when she 
heard an ominous scraping noise behind her and then 
“WHAM!” Lisa jumped at the tremendous crash as the 
gate slammed to, trapping her and Whitman inside the 
hay fortress.
At first it was funny. Lisa pulled the hay down and 
walked over to open the gate. But the gate would not 
budge. Cuzco had planted his horns firmly on the 
outside and braced his whole weight against the door. 
Lisa pushed again, more firmly this time, but Cuzco’s 
feet were planted and he wasn’t moving. Lisa became 
more firm. “Cuzco! Get back!” Lisa slammed her body 
against the door in a vain attempt to force the big goat 
away but all he did was wag his tail with savage glee and 
push back harder. Again and again Lisa pushed, but the 
big goat had her and the dog locked in jail and he wasn’t 
about to let them go free!
Lisa sat down on a bale of hay and wondered what to 
do. It was dark now and it was getting colder by the 
minute. A light snow started to fall inside the open-
topped enclosure. It wasn’t like being trapped in a warm 
barn. A person could freeze to death out here before 
anyone even knew they were missing! There were no 
houses nearby. This was before the days of cell phones 
so calling someone was out of the question.
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“Perhaps,” Lisa thought, “I can lure Cuzco away from the 
door.”
She threw a flake of hay over the side of the enclosure. The 
horses came over and started to eat but Cuzco refused to 
be tempted. Lisa lobbed more flakes of hay over the side. 
She could see Cuzco’s resolve weakening as more horses 
came over to eat his hay. Cuzco’s appetite eventually got 
the better of him and he abandoned his post long enough 
for Lisa and Whitman to sneak out.
Cuzco never got over his fear of dogs, but this one victory 
was sweet… very, very sweet.

Goat folks are always blathering on about how smart 
their goats are, and I am always shaking my head, yeah, 
yeah... this is just like everybody thinks their kids are 
super-exceptional. However, the story above lends some 
credence to the belief that goats have certain abilities to 
psyche things out that many of the other barnyard 
animals clearly do not.    GT Ed.

VETERINARY VIEWPOINTS: Discussing 
grain overload in goats
Melanie Boileau and Natasha Williams, Oct 11, 2020
https://www.stwnewspress.com/news/veterinary-viewpoints-
discussing-grain-overload-in-goats/article_190f6a20-0a97-
11eb-969f-9b9168fcfaa2.html

It turns out that a really high-carb diet might be 
especially bad for your goats.
Rumen acidosis, or an abnormal acidic 
environment within the first stomach of ruminants, 
develops with the rapid fermentation of highly 
digestible carbohydrates that are ingested in 
excessive amounts. Although corn is commonly 
implicated, other cereal grains (oats, wheat 
and barley) may be the offending feedstuffs, 
particularly if they are finely ground. Although the 
more common name for the condition is “grain 
overload,” breads, rice, apples, grapes, sugar beets 
and potatoes have also been implicated as sources 
of excess carbohydrates.
Rumen acidosis usually occurs in goats that have 
been fed predominantly forage-based rations and 
suddenly gain access to a large amount of highly 
fermentable concentrates. It can also occur if the 
amount of concentrates is suddenly and drastically 
increased or if access is denied for a time, then 
suddenly returned. Other causes include ration 
mixing errors or accidental access to open bags of 
grain.
Clinical signs may include lack of appetite, bloat 

(Fig. 1a and 1b), lack of rumination (chewing 
cud), dehydration, diarrhea, depressed mentation, 
incoordination, collapse and in severe cases, death. 
The diagnosis is usually obvious based on history 
and the involvement of multiple animals. Diagnosis 
is confirmed by clinical findings, a low rumen 
fluid pH (less than 5.5), and the absence of live 
protozoa when rumen fluid is examined under the 
microscope. 
Treatment includes emptying the offending content 
from the rumen as much as possible and replacing 
it with rumen fluid collected from a healthy donor. 
Buffers such as magnesium hydroxide are often 
needed to increase overall rumen pH and provide 
a suitable environment for the survival of normal 
rumen microflora. Antibiotics, such as penicillin 
and thiamine (vitamin B1), are also an important 
component of treatment. Severely affected animals 
will require intravenous fluid therapy. 
Since rumen acidosis can be fatal and is associated 
with other common diseases including thiamine 
deficiency (polio), enterotoxemia (overeating 
disease), urinary calculi, laminitis (founder) and 
liver abscesses, preventing this condition is key to 
reduce losses. 
Prevention involves slowly introducing 
concentrate feeds to allow the adaptation of 
rumen microflora. Dietary changes from to a 
higher fermentable energy concentration should 
occur slowly, preferably over a two- to three-week 
period. Growing doelings and bucklings can be 
supplemented with whole shelled corn or sweet 
feed labeled for goats at 0.5 percent to 1 percent 
of body weight per day (¼ to ½ pound of corn per 
head per day for a 50-pound animal).

Presumably these are some fashion-aware boys that 
have decided that they neeed a haircut.

https://www.stwnewspress.com/news/veterinary-viewpoints-discussing-grain-overload-in-goats/article_190f6a20-0a97-11eb-969f-9b9168fcfaa2.html
https://www.stwnewspress.com/news/veterinary-viewpoints-discussing-grain-overload-in-goats/article_190f6a20-0a97-11eb-969f-9b9168fcfaa2.html
https://www.stwnewspress.com/news/veterinary-viewpoints-discussing-grain-overload-in-goats/article_190f6a20-0a97-11eb-969f-9b9168fcfaa2.html
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  Selling quality equipment & supplies around the world. 

All Saddles come with a LIFETIME Guarantee 
with your choice of regular or mountain straps 

 

 Northwest Custom Fit –U.S. Patented 
 completely adjustable Aluminum Saddle includes 
                          a FREE pocket pad. 

 
 Finished Saddles ready to go 
 Oak & Pine kits – you finish & save money 

 

Largest Selection of Pack Goat Gear Available 
Waterproof Coats, Rope Halters, Books, First Aid Kits and more… 

 
 

       PANNIERS: 6 color options 
 Riverbottom – great for hunting 
 Timberline - zippered closure 
 Expedition - for large bulky items 
 Pack sacks – for organizing your gear 

 
      Exclusive – U.S. Patented Pocket Pad 
            Impossible for the pad to slip out from under your saddle 

 
 

Reach for 
Higher ground 

Order On-line : Secure & Fast 
www.NorthwestPackgoats.com 

1-888-PACKGOAT    sales@northwestpackgoats.com 
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What I Learned from the Uinta Mountains
Curtis Stovall

My wife and I are relative newbies to the pack goat 
world. We bought 2 kids from an old friend that my 
wife knew from her dairy goat showing days and 
we began taking them for walks in the woods. She 
found Clay Zimmerman and High Uinta Pack Goats 
on Facebook and checked their site regularly for 
tips and insight on all things pack goat.

About mid-February some old friends of mine were 
visiting from Kentucky. We had just finished coffee 
and breakfast. My wife was checking Facebook as 
is her habit and looked at me and said you have got 
to call Clay Zimmerman. He was organizing a hike 
of the Uinta Highline Trail with his daughter Rosie 
and, of course, his pack goats. The Uinta Highline 
Trail is a well-kept secret in the backpacking world 
(so far anyway). 100 miles in the Uinta Mountain 
range of northeast Utah through some stunning 
valleys, meadows, and mountain passes.  I jumped 
at the chance to do a long trek and to learn more 
about backpacking and pack goats from someone 
who has been in the business 25+ years. And boy 
did I learn. 

1) Altitude sickness is real and not to be taken 
lightly. Know the symptoms and devise a plan to 
acclimate to the altitude. As a person who lives at 
an altitude of 278 ft. I was very concerned about 
this. Clay told me the average elevation would 
be 10,000 feet so I had work to do. I set about 
doing cardio training for the 6 months leading up 
to the hike. I got a prescription of acetazolamide 
(Diamox) and purchased an electrolyte solution 
that Clay recommended. I arrived 2 days prior to 
the start of the hike and went on some 1-3 mile 

walks with Clay, Rosie, and the goats. While 
on the trail, I ate and drank regularly- 3-4 liters 
of water per day and about 3000 calories per 
day eaten in small amounts throughout the day. 
This worked for me but understand, altitude 
sickness can affect anyone at any time. Know 
the symptoms and go to lower altitude if you 
experience them. They include headache, nausea, 
and vomiting. Of more concern is shortness of 
breath, loss of appetite, difficulty sleeping, and 
coughing up a frothy mucus. These are signs 
of HAPE (High Altitude Pulmonary Edema) 
and is a very serious medical issue that needs 
treatment. Disorientation, staggering, confusion, 
and fever are symptoms of HACE (High Altitude 
Cerebral Edema) which again is very serious and 
if untreated can lead to death. The only and best 
remedy for altitude sickness is to get to lower 
altitude safely.

2) Weather can change rapidly in the high country 
so be prepared. I saw this firsthand. I and 2 
others in the party, Julie Lefgren and Derick 
Lott, attempted to summit King’s Peak, the 
highest peak in Utah at 13,534ft elevation. As 
we scrambled up the large rock shards that lead 
to the peak, the weather was coming straight 
at us at eye level.  Off, in what seemed like 
a distance, were a few gray clouds and some 
faint thunder. Within about 20 minutes we were 
hunkered down, backs to the wall in a small cove 
experiencing my first high country thunderstorm 
complete with lightning, hail, and thunder.  Uinta 
hail is famous for its marble size stones.  Lucky 
for us this hail storm only pelted us with pea 
sized stones and were decently sharp, but nothing 
rain gear couldn’t handle.  We waited out 3 storm 
systems, got our photos up top, and descended 
in-between - all the while keeping close track of 
where the lightning might hit.   It was the most 
thrilling and scary moment of the whole hike, but 
I may not be that lucky again. It was a first for 
me and learned that at high altitude if you hear 
thunder and see a system, move lower and take 
shelter where possible. 

3) Be flexible with your hiking plan and have a 
bailout plan. On the fifth day of our hike we had 
a medical emergency with one person in our 
party that required Life Flight.  At the same time 
the chopper was coming in we were informed 
that wildfires had closed the Highline Trail south 
of us, directly in our line of travel. Because Clay 
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knows the Uintas so well, we were able to re-route 
out of the area safely.  It’s always more important 
to err on the side of safety than push to finish, so 
having a contingency plan when you are in the 
back country can mean the difference between 
avoiding a bad situation and walking into one.

4) Have a reliable way to communicate to the outside 
world. One of the main reasons I fell in love with 
backpacking is I can unplug and not be bothered 
by the “noise” of the world. I especially enjoy 
not having to answer a cell phone. It is a double-
edged sword of sorts as it can leave you ignorant 
of issues that could affect your safety. Having 
some line of communication with an outside 
point of contact can help you avoid dangerous 
situations. The Garmin In Reach, that was carried 
by Clay, provided a line of communication with 
his wife Charlotte who stayed back at the house. 
Because we were able to text with her, she 
alerted us to the wildfires.  Most importantly, and 
unfortunately, a person in our party developed 
altitude sickness and his condition became 
critical.  We were 15 miles and 1 high mountain 
pass away from lower altitude and there was no 
other way to get him out other than to call for a 
helicopter.  They arrived within an hour of Clay 
pushing the SOS button, and he was Life-Flighted 
to safety. A comparably small investment in the 
Garmin literally saved a life and helped us to 
avoid walking into a dangerous situation. I am a 
Garmin In Reach guy now. 

5) Hike as a group or more accurately as a “herd” 
with your pack goats. You will hear from many 
backpackers, “Hike your own hike” or “go at 
your own pace”. While this may work for groups 
of humans, it does not work well when trekking 
with pack goats. I noticed that if our group 
become strung out or separated, the goats became 
confused and often stopped. If everyone in the 
group were in proximity (like a herd) the goats 
performed much better.  My take home lesson 
from this- when hiking with goats, stay close as 
a group. They will follow you more consistently 
and will be less likely to become confused and 
wander.

6) Take care of your goats and they will take care of 
you. Do not get so wrapped up in reaching camp 
that you forget to allow your goats to browse, 
graze, and drink along the way. When you come 
to water, allow them the opportunity to drink and 
browse or graze as vegetation is usually more 

plentiful around water. Eat and drink while you 
wait. This will go a long way in keeping the 
goats’ and your energy up. Check the saddles 
regularly during the day to see if adjustments 
are needed to prevent sores and chafing. When 
removing saddles check for any sores or chafing 
that may need treatment. Check for and remove 
any needles, twigs, or other debris on the straps 
of the saddle. Always brush you goats where the 
saddle contacts them after removing the saddle 
and prior to placing on the goat. This will again 
remove debris that can lead to sores and/or 
chafing. 

7) Check in with your goats each morning and 
evening. A little bit of praise and a good scratch 
can go a long way in getting your animals to 
bond with you. This also can allow you to pick 
up quickly on any signs of trouble like lameness, 
lack of appetite, lethargy, or other signs of 
illness. I saw Clay do this every morning and 
evening. The benefit of this showed in their 
obvious loyalty to him on the trail.

8) The Uinta Mountains are beautiful. Just when I 
thought I had seen the prettiest view; we would 
head up another pass or drop into a valley to 
see something else just as stunning. Views of 
mountain lakes, valleys and meadows were 
plentiful. But my favorites were the passes (I 
especially liked Porcupine Pass). Views that 
literally extended for miles. The mountains also 
gave me several firsts- first backpacking trip 
above tree line (remember I live in Arkansas at 
278ft. and our highest peak is around 2700 ft.), 
first snowball fight in August (That just DOES 
NOT happen in the South), first time putting 
snow in my hat to cool off in August (Again, 
not happening in Arkansas), first time hiking in 
a hail storm, first time at 13000+ ft, and highest 
mountain pass I have hiked (Porcupine Pass at 
12500 ft.)

I would say that this was the most memorable hike 
I have had, and I owe that to the Zimmermans’ 
hospitality, kindness, and willingness to share 
this experience with me.  Thanks again to Clay, 
Charlotte, and Rosie. I had an awesome time.

D. Curtis Stovall, DVM
155 Austin Loop
El Paso, AR 720145
Email: Curtis.Stovall@hotmail.com

mailto:Curtis.Stovall@hotmail.com
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Weird Wednesdays: Straw goats roasting on 
an open fire

By Marlese lessing
http://dailycampus.com/stories/2018/11/28/weird-
wednesdays-straw-goats-roasting-on-an-open-fire

Now that 
Thanksgiving 
is over and the 
holidays are 
nigh, you can 
already see 
people putting 
up decorations, 
planning their 
Christmas 

shopping, booking flights and laying out their goat 
immolation strategies for the upcoming season.
What’s that, you say? You don’t have a goat 
immolation strategy, you say? Well, get on with it, 
then! You’ve only got 22 days of Advent, and giant 
Scandinavian straw caprines don’t go burning 
themselves down, you know.
Some background: Scandinavian countries (Norway, 
Sweden, etc.) have multiple Christmas traditions 
and complements to the standard “Santa and some 
reindeer” setup. For example, Nisser/tomten, or 
Christmas gnomes, replace Santa’s regular elves. 
Old St. Nick also gets by with a little help from his 
trusty Yule Goat the Julbocken (pronounced “YEEL-
bohk-en”), who rides around and helps him deliver 
presents, perhaps inspired by the goats that pulled 
Thor’s chariot.
In some versions, the goat is a spirit that hangs 
around a household and makes sure that all the Yule 
traditions are being carried out properly, kind of like 
a less-creepy Elf on The Shelf (“Goat on the Shelf ” 
doesn’t have as much ring to it, I suppose). Don’t 
confuse the Julbock with his nastier cousin Krampus, 
though—he’s a more Alpine tradition, sticking to 
Germany, Austria and such, and the Julbock doesn’t 
kidnap and eat children.
The Yule Goat is commonly represented as a straw 
or corn-shuck effigy and either placed on mantels 
and windowsills or used an ornament. Some towns 
will build large yule goats, like a town Christmas 
tree. Except as a goat, typically made of straw. Nice, 
flammable straw.
Which brings us to the little town of Gävle, Sweden. 
The town’s been building their annual Yule Goat 
(known as the Gävlebocken) since 1966. In 1993, 
it won the Guinness World Record for the world’s 
Largest Yule Goat, standing at nearly 50 feet high 
and weighing over three metric tonnes. It’s a staple 

of the city’s Castle Square, and shoppers will often 
greet it and take pictures of it as they go about their 
business. Constructing it takes hundreds of straw 
bales and is a two-day affair.
And, for some reason, people keep burning it down.
The first goat stood at 43 feet tall and was 
(ironically) built by the local fire chief, along with 
a group of local businessmen in 1966. It was then 
burned down on New Year’s Eve.
Though the goat was insured, and perpetrator caught, 
the action struck both a literal and metaphorical 
match for the years to come.
Though the goat survived for the next two years 
(with a fence added in 1968), the goat was burned 
down once more in 1969. In 1970, it survived for 
a mere six hours post-construction before being 
burned down by two drunk teenagers. In 1971, after 
the goat was smashed to pieces, local businesses 
stopped financing the goat, and a miniature version 
was built by the local Natural Science Club from the 
School of Vasa.
A goat built by local children didn’t much strike the 
heartstrings of the yearly vandals, as the mini goat 
was subsequently burned, collapsed, smashed and/
or kidnapped over the years. It didn’t stop when the 
town returned to the tradition of building the larger 
goat a few years later.
In 1976, a student in a modified Volvo rammed into 
the goat, collapsing it. In 1979, mischief-makers 
managed to burn down the goat as is was being 
constructed, leading to the second goat to be doused 
in fireproofer.
The burnings didn’t stop. Of the 51 times the goat 
has been built, it’s been immolated, kicked to pieces, 
collapsed and otherwise destroyed a total of 37 
times. 
It’s not for a lack of trying on the town’s part. Gävle 
has taken significant countermeasures, including 
building a double fence around the goat, soaking it 
in fireproofer and covering it in ice, guarding it 24/7 
with soldiers from the Gävle I 14 Infantry Regiment 
(later on with armies of volunteers), establishing a 
Goat Committee and putting a live webcam on the 
beast. 
Some of the odder attacks include a pair of 
individuals dressed as a gingerbread man and Santa 
Claus shooting flaming arrows at the goat in 2005, a 
covert arson heist that involved disabling the security 
cameras through computer hacking in 2009, an ill-
fated attempt to kidnap the goat using a helicopter in 
2010 (which failed due to the guard rejecting a bribe 
to adandon his post) and, most recently, a lobbed 
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molotov cocktail that ended the Julbock on its 50th 
anniversary in 2016, mere days after it was erected.
For the record, the town doesn’t much appreciate 
people burning the goat down. It costs 100,000 kroner 
(about $11,000) and creates a massive hazard when 
lit up. Tourists in the past, duped into thinking that 
the burning of the goat was a tradition, took it upon 
themselves to torch the effigy and wound up with a 
hefty fine—the cost of the goat.
The Jullbock, which has its own Twitter, managed 
to survive last year’s holiday season. This year’s 
goat will be built for the first advent day (Dec. 2) on 
Sunday. The town is guarding it more fiercely than 
ever, though time will tell how long it lasts.
Until then, stay vigilant—and toasty. And, of course, 
stay weird.

Johne’s disease a serious threat to goats well being
STUART BARBER, The Weekly Times, September 3, 2019
https://www.weeklytimesnow.com.au/agribusiness/farm-
magazine/johnes-disease-a-serious-threat-to-goats-wellbeing/
news-story/fbfa62b56d0d4bcc2639e27215c7dd69
JOHNE’S disease is a serious threat to the wellbeing and 
productivity of goats.

A bacterial disease commonly found in goats, but also other 
mammals, it is caused by the bacterium Mycobacterium 
paratuberculosis and affects the intestines. The symptoms include 
a chronic wasting where adult goats will gradually lose weight and 
become severely emaciated, eventually leading to death.

If nothing is done to stop the spread of the disease, a large 
percentage of a goat herd will eventually show these signs.

DEADLY FAMILY

The name of the bacterium comes from one of the vets who 
discovered the disease in Germany in the late 1800s, Dr Heinrich 
Johne — it sounds like Yoh-ne, rather than Joh-ne.

Mycobacterium comes from the same genus as tuberculosis, leprosy 
and buruli ulcer. All of these bacteria share relatively slow growth, 
as well as being difficult to control using standard antibiotics. For 
Johne’s disease, antibiotic treatment is of little use.

The disease must be managed through biosecurity, reducing 
environmental exposure, vaccination and by culling affected 
animals.
Once the disease is identified, the infected goat should be removed 
from the herd as soon as possible because it will contaminate the 
environment with large numbers of bacteria. Once a property is 
contaminated, the bacteria can survive on soil for several months.
TELLTALE SIGNS
Commonly found in dairy goats, where higher stocking density 
means an increased chance of ingesting dung containing the bacteria 
from another goat, Johne’s disease can also be found in goats bred 
for meat, such as Boer and Angora goats, and most other grazing 
livestock such as sheep, cattle, alpacas and other ruminants. All of 
these animals can be a source of infection for goats.
One of the biggest challenges with Johne’s disease is that it is rare to 
identify the disease in young animals. Once an animal is infected it 
takes years for the disease to show. In the interim period the infected 
animal releases bacteria into the environment, potentially infecting 
other animals. It can also be difficult to diagnose early stage Johne’s 
disease.
The best diagnosis methods are blood tests, which are relatively 
quick, or faecal tests, which take some months to produce an answer. 
These are herd-level tests, so require a large per cent of your herd, or 
all your goats, to be tested to have confidence that your animals don’t 
have disease. For goats that appear to have disease, a post-mortem can 
be the best way to diagnose Johne’s disease.
KEEP IT CLEAN
To avoid the disease coming on to your property in the first place, 
you need a written biosecurity plan for everyone on the property 
to follow, including visitors. This is particularly important for any 
animal importation, whether it be goats or other animals.
If you know you don’t have Johne’s disease in your goats, then 
any animal arriving on your property should come from a property 
that has also tested negative for the disease. Check the goat health 
statement for any Johne’s disease history before buying any animals.
You should also ensure property fences can keep out stray animals 
and always take care if transporting goats to another property and 
bringing them home again.
SHARP SOLUTION
There is a vaccination available for reducing the chance of goats 
becoming infected. Called Gudair vaccine, it is a single shot 
vaccination — you only need to give one injection under the skin 
for protection. No follow up is needed.
The vaccine can help reduce the overall shedding of bacteria from 
infected herds and assist the reduction of disease. You can then work 
with your vet to remove the disease from your property. If you use 
this vaccine, it is important to read the safety directions and use 
the safety vaccinator because self-injection can lead to significant 
problems.
You should discuss safety requirements of any vaccination with 
your vet prior to use. Kids should be vaccinated between one to four 
months of age and adults can be vaccinated at any time, however 
avoiding periods of pregnancy is recommended.
Avoid Johne’s disease by managing the risk of introduction on to 
your property to help your goats stay healthy, happy and productive.
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This  year, my friends Nan and Phil Hasssey, of 
“Goatarama” fame, came to visit, along with their goats 
Finn and Sputnik, for a week of exploring the deserts 
of Utah.  I got to act as tour guide and get to show off 
the awesome hiking locations I’ve discovered over the 
previous year, and sometimes a wild-card day where we 
go somewhere entirely new.  For this article, I’ll recount 
the daily events of this trip.

Day 1
Whiskey Wash, a place I discovered a couple of years 
ago, is strange in that it is only a 2 mile walk from one 
of the rare exits as Highway 70 crosses the San Rafael 
desert.  It’s a truly amazing place, and yet so few people 
visit it that I’ve never seen a footprint and the “path” is 
barely visible.  Perhaps it is because the best stuff lies on 
an elevated plate of ultra hard ancient ash that creates 
a massive cliff with none of the usual spots to climb up.  
This creates a secret plateau with a cliff dropping off on 
one side and a horseshoe-shaped section of cliffs rising 
up surrounding and protecting a ‘lost world’ of sorts.  
You can tell by the grasses that no cattle or even antelope 
have grazed this place -- But I know a secret way up that 
turns out to be tricky even for goats!
The rock here is part of the “Entrada” formation, which 
creates Goblin Valley’s style of hoodoos and those round, 
globbed-together balls of sandstone that as far as I 
know are unique to the area.  Vertical red cliffs with very 
defined layers rise high all around, and the floor of the 
elevated valley is as smooth and clean as a parking lot.  
There is a collection of giant hoodoos standing to block 
any access.  Only by passing them and doubling back 
can you find the secret way to the plateau.  The giant 
hoodoos are true wonders in and of themselves, and 
are naturally very photogenic.  They also provided us a 
shady spot for lunch where you can see the wonders in 
all directions.

After lunch we climbed down the hoodoos into the 
lost world and explored the strange formations that 
surround the place.  The smooth white slab that 
paves the ground is littered with colorful agates and 
interesting stones.  There are hoodoos, balancing rocks, 
and wind-carved red sandstone sculptures all around.  
When we’d stop to appreciate them, the goats would 
always find a shady spot to relax. There are side valleys 
to explore with their own unique character that offer 
easy hiking over smooth rock -- A relief after crossing 
some prickly-pear infested sand.

Once we had completed the tour of the perimeter, we 
were met with the horseshoe-shaped, 60-foot drop-off 
that provides an opportunity for the goats to make the 
humans nervous as they dance around the very edge.  
Phil considers this cliff to be the highlight of the entire 
trip.  Its true the scenery here is amazing and you can 
get some amazing photos.  The ledge continues around 
the outside edge of the plateau, rising higher as it goes.  
Eventually you get to a place where the hoodoos block 
the path and to continue would require some rock-
hopping and exploration that I have yet to do.  So there 
are areas here yet to be discovered!  Perhaps another 
year -- Nan and Phil fell in love with the place and I’m 
sure we’ll be revisiting Whiskey Wash in the future.
Day 2
This spring I bought two new baby goats and bottle-
fed them from their first week.  Nan and Phil also sold 
me a very fit looking little guy named George and his 
sister Butterfly, who has her own back-story where 
she had been stepped on by a horse early in life and 
yet has recovered and thrived.  We decided to do a 
safe little hike with the little guys in the Morrison 
Formation, which is lousy with actual dinosaur bones 
and interesting and colorful agates.  Much of the terrain 
is made of purple and stark-white candy striped hills 
covered in large boulders.  Many of the boulders and 
rocks sit atop dirt spires creating some rather bizarre 

Once again its time for the
San Rafael Desert Tour!
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scenery.  The hike started out down in a shady wash 
carved deep into the dirt.  Finding an exit is the trick 
here, and once up and out I quickly found an articulated 
section of a dinosaur’s tail!  Then we got crazy and 
climbed a ziggurat style purple and white mound to 
have lunch on the top.  One slip and you’d sled to the 
bottom so its tricky footing on the popcorn-like surface.  
Eventually we found our way to the one and only 
drop-off in the area, and wouldn’t you know it, George 
decided to ledge-walk around a house-sized boulder 
until the ledge vanished and he couldn’t turn around!  
He started crying in panic, but Nan saved him from 
above.  I could barely watch!  I hope he learned a lesson.  
This area had been bulldozed in the 50s uranium mining 
days, and many giant boulders have been broken open 
to reveal a trove of fresh, un-eroded dinosaur bones.  In 
fact, the next week I took my brother to see the same 
spot and someone had freshly drilled and removed giant 
blocks of rock probably containing an allosaurus.  Yay 
for science but Phil and Nan 
were the last to see the area 
at its best.  By now the baby 
goats were wearing down 
and we headed back the 
easy way.  If we had gone 
the hard way, we would 
have encountered the Indian camp with tons of pottery 
shards and petroglyphs that my brother and I found the 
following week!
Day 3
I call this the “terror hike” because the first time I did 
it, the heights had my heart pounding even though it’s 
not dangerous at all!  For some reason, I’m terrified 
of 200-foot ledges, but can walk along 20-foot ledges 
with no concern, even though falling off of either one 
would have the same result.  This was Barry Goatalo’s 
first time wearing a pack.  Like with many young goats, 
his pack training lasted 1 second and he was set to go.  
I’m proud of him.  The hike starts off in a Goblin Valley 
style area, and then down into deeply eroded sand hills, 

and then to the base of a giant cliff with some hoodoos 
sticking out called “The Two Cowboys”.  After this, it’s a 
tricky matter of navigating the maze of deep channels as 
you walk the pointy tops of branching dirt ridges.  In the 
flats we encountered a dry riverbed filled with tumble 
weeds.  Barry Goatalo got a surprise when he dove in 
and discovered how deep they were!  We stopped in a 
canyon with shade for lunch, and then did a climb that 
no other pack animal but the goats could accomplish!  
Once on top of the plateau, we explored some green 
sandstone pillars and formations, and began our long 
walk along the cliff edge.  The views here are always 
incredible.  In places you’re walking a 15-foot ledge 
between cliffs going up on one side and straight down 
a couple hundred feet on the other.  We did quite a bit 
of exploring and photography until we eventually got 
to “Lookout Point” which is the highest cliff and rises 
directly above the Two Cowboys.  Its so spectacular up 
there that Nan and Phil suggest the next time we skip the 
trek around the base and stay on top the whole time.  I 
agree.
Day 4
Another baby 
goat day!  We 
started out at a 
giant, towering 
Entrada hoodoo 
called “Sid and 
Charlie”.  After 
appreciating 
its majesty, we 
needed to find 
a way up onto a 
certain ledge I 
had planned on 
walking along.  
We studied the 
area and found 
a route where 
you’d hop up a two-foot ledge then climb a 40-degree 
sandstone slope for 30 feet to the top. All the goats 
made it look easy except for my rarely used 5-year-old 
LaMancha, Vincent Van Goat. He just stood at the bottom 
and watched everyone leave. I pulled and pushed and 
eventually got his front feet on the ledge, but then he 
laid down and refused to budge any further. Nan pulled 
on Vincent’s lead while I shoved him from behind until 
we got his hind feet up, but then he rolled over like a 
dead thing and tumbled backwards into the soft sand 
at the bottom. What an embarrassment of a pack goat! 
I had to lead Vincent for almost half an hour all the 
way around to the back side of the ridge to look for the 
‘handicap access’. Nan and Phil took the rest of the goats 
to the top of the ridge and let the babies play on the rock 
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mushrooms and crazy formations while they watched 
me and Vincent’s slow progress through the valley 
below. Luckily the hike from this point, while amazing 
and scenic, is smooth enough to bring Grandma in a 
wheelchair. After a while we did some cross-country 
and found a green sandstone fortress sticking out of 
the desert that seemed to be made of giant hamburger-
bun shaped disks.  Like mushrooms they sprouted in a 
cluster that provided an amazing spot for lunch.  Next 
we met up with Dry Wash, a little canyon with amazing 
stone arches and sweeping overhanging formations on 

the sides.  Dry Wash empties out at Sid and Charlie and 
Vincent got his first ride in a pickup truck!  At least he 
did great at standing still, eh?
Day 5+6
This adventure was the overnight trip, and also the 
wildcard where we would be going somewhere new 
to all of us.  The plan was to enter Crawford Draw at 
its start, which is a slot canyon that is normally filled 
with deep pools.  Since it hadn’t rained for 6 months, 
the pools were gone and we found our way down into 
the narrow trench.  The rock here is the oldest in the 
San Rafael and is very colorful, with whites, oranges, 
yellows, bright reds and purple in random patches.  We 
ran in to a problem in the slot canyon in that there were 
a few spots where boulders had created one-way (for 
goats) barriers.  To ensure we could find our way out 
down-stream I jogged ahead but discovered that, while 
beautiful, it would be a bad idea to continue.  Nan and 
Phil took a turn exploring further and we back-tracked 
to the cars and decided to hoof it cross country and 
meet up with the larger part of the canyon, bypassing 
the obstacles.  Well.  We missed our target wash by a 
few hundred meters and ended up spending the rest 
of the trip very confused by the map we had.  We had 
taken a path that we thought should meet up with 
the main canyon but instead ran parallel to it right off 
the edge of my map!  But it was still a beautiful place 

and rarely if ever visited.  We set up camp under some 
hoodoos and explored further downstream hoping 
to find the main canyon before bed.  Nope.  My goats 
Bacchus and Shelby spent a restless night next to me 
and actually dug a foot deep trench along the side of my 
sleeping mat.  The next morning we planned on doing a 
bit more exploration and then heading back at ten sharp.  
We were low on water since we’d found zero of the pools 
we were expecting, so we couldn’t afford to get even 
more lost.  Despite missing the target canyon and the 
low water issue, it was a fantastic adventure that marked 
the end of Nan and Phil’s visit for the year.  When we got 
back to the cars we parted ways and I headed home to 
spend more time with my new baby goats George and 
Butterfly.  
I’m already exploring new areas and contemplating 
plans for the next San Rafael get-together.  While out in 
the desert, away from all the people and the news, you 
can forget the problems of the current year and find that 
your biggest worry is the rock in your shoe.  I love it!
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where Larry stands with Bogdan, saying, “I hate waiting!
Get used to disappointment! That last part is for comic 
relief and absolutely not true. Larry is very patient with 
me, but I do see the advantage of purchasing an AED for 
our walks, just in case!
In conclusion, I am loving my new adventures and Mr. 
Robinson and the Boys are an essential part of that. I 
look forward to the day when I reach my health goal 
and can hike with Larry, the Boys, and the dogs in Idaho 
(by the way, I’ve shed 45 pounds since leaving TN). 
Southwest New Mexico is breathtakingly beautiful, but I 
long to see the wilds of Idaho as well and without these 
Bozos it would not be possible. Maybe even Tennessee 
some day!

Bogdan, her nemesis George, the good guy

Wether stone formation not uncommon in goats
Dr. Magdalena Niedermeyer Associate Veterinarian Burnt Fork 

Veterinary Clinic, Sep 21, 2020
https://ravallirepublic.com/news/local/article_3d0b2606-
267b-5a7d-b08d-4ce13322e02e.html

Sometimes owners have 
seen the goats straining 
like they’re constipated 
and sometimes they’re 
just not quite right, 
maybe not eating like 
they normally do. These 
signs can indicate a 

urethral blockage, wherein stones that have been “growing” in 
the bladder end up in the urethra and stop urine from being able 
to pass, causing urine to “backup” and, without any treatment, a 
fatally ruptured bladder or urethra.

One of the worst and unfortunately not uncommon 
small ruminant emergency calls often starts, “I have 
a wether (castrated male goat), and he is on his side 
crying out, and I’m not sure why.”
Sometimes owners have seen the goats straining like 
they’re constipated and sometimes they’re just not quite 
right, maybe not eating like they normally do. These 
signs can indicate a urethral blockage, wherein stones 
that have been “growing” in the bladder end up in the 
urethra and stop urine from being able to pass, causing 
urine to “backup” and, without any treatment, a fatally 
ruptured bladder or urethra.
The problem with urinary blockages is that even with 
timely treatment, the prognosis is guarded to poor.
Owners often find themselves facing expensive surgery 
or euthanasia, and a wether that blocks once is more 
likely to re-obstruct. With that bleak backdrop in mind, I 
want to offer wether owners some management options 
to save you from ever having to make that call.
Of course, medicine is never black and white; however, 
we know there are several things that contribute
To the formation of stones and urethral blockages. By 
considering these contributors to stone formation, we 
can try to manage diet/husbandry to try and avoid ever 
having to deal with the aforementioned emergency call.
1) Obesity and a high “concentrate”/grain diet are big 
risk factors for the formation of urinary stones. A diet 
with a lot of grain in it can predispose the bladder to 
having a basic (high pH) environment because of a high 
phosphorus:alcium ratio. This allows certain types of 
stones known as struvites/calcium phosphates to form. 
If you have a wether, the reality is that a grass hay (and 
a free choice loose mineral/salt block combination) 
is usually enough for them, and they do not need the 
supplemental calories offered by grain or high carb 
treats. If you enjoy the bonding spent feeding your goat 

Cont. from Page 26
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My Introduction to “Goatdom”
My name is Sally Bryan and I am a newly retired Senior 
Social Worker in the field of Child Welfare AND the 
favorite (and YOUNGEST) sibling of Larry Robinson, 
the esteemed and verbose editor of this fascinating 
and illuminating periodical. I have been around the 
Boys (Coffee Bean, Mocha, Bogdan, & George) often, 
but in June, they became an appealing addition to my 
heretofore rather uneventful life. For the previous 20 
years I was in the role of Child Abuse Investigator and 
due to a near-fatal car accident, being provided with 
less and less, to do more and more, and my age which 
had zoomed right past the usual retirement age, I felt I 
had to retire. I made some rather uninformed decisions 
along the way and so my retirement was well below 
sustaining me financially to the level that I would 
like to become accustomed. Therefore, since Larry 
was “walking through a real ‘valley’ experience,” we 
pooled our resources and became a team. Translated, 
that means he came and rescued me from Hartsville, 
Tennessee.
The Robinson Boise homestead sold in August and we 
traveled down to his favorite “snow birding” location in 
New Mexico. He dragged the travel trailer and I dragged 
the Boys’ trailer, traveling at night due to the extreme 
heat during the daytime. We settled, temporarily (we 
thought), in an RV Park that had accommodations 
for the Boys so we could look for a more permanent 
home. The Boys were happy to be out of the trailer and 
Maxie & Piper (our dogs) were thrilled to be out of the 
vehicles!
Now… when I arrived in Boise in June, I had just quit a 
job in which 99% of my work was sitting at a computer, 
in a car, or in a client’s home, which left me just a wee 
skosh over an appropriate level in the Body Mass Index 
arena (I think in the urban vernacular it’s described as 
FAT). So the two of us embarked on a walking routine 
that is seldom missed with the exception of Sundays. 
Now that we are in the Gila Wilderness, frequently we 
take the Boys with us. Most of the time, we go up the 
Little Whitewater Creek trail or the Rowe Grade, which 
is a back country shortcut to the road to Mogollon. I will 
elaborate further on our “jaunts” later.
What can I say about the Boys? Well, Coffee Bean is 
the affectionate one. He is very friendly and loves 
being touched unless he’s on the road and then, its 

ALL BUSINESS [Monkey]. He always comes to me to 
say hello, but usually has to take some time out to put 
the other Boys in their rightful place, since he’s the 
head cheese. Mocha is a smaller version of Coffee Bean 
physically and is making some overtures of familiarity 
with me finally, but he is very reluctant to go “too far.” He 
gets a little annoyed when I lag behind… and I always 
lag behind. Bogdan, the La Mancha, is absolutely clear 
that he wants nothing to do with me for the most part. 
He demonstrates some definite misogynistic tendencies. 
I say “for the most part” because he is alert for any kind 
of opportunity out on the trail to intimidate or even 
bite me. He gets obnoxious if I get closer than he likes 
to Larry. Then there’s George. He is Bogdan’s buddy, 
but he’s very sweet. He stays between Bogdan and me 
and sticks with me during the “lagging behind” part, 
pretending to be focused on some epicurean delight on 
the side of the trail.
As promised, I will now attempt to describe one of 
the walks in which we have all participated, except 
for Piper who is a mini-longhaired Dachshund with a 
severely out-of-joint nose as a result! Most of the time 
until recently, we have walked up the Little Whitewater 
Creek access road. In the beginning we only went to the 
second gate across the road (approximately a mile), but 
have since expanded it to at least another half mile. At 
first, I expounded excitedly that I did not want to have 
landmarks along the way and listed several inane and 
irrelevant reasons as to why I felt that way. Au contraire 
mon frere! It took no more than three mornings for a 
major attitude adjustment. “I will explain… no there’s 
too much… I will sum up”
There isn’t much of a challenge prior to the first gate. 
However, that is where it gets interesting [read: difficult] 
and here is my road map with the harbingers that 
signify the distance covered to the second gate:
 1) the small branch of a Palo Verde Tree in the 
throes of its final days
 2) 6 major curves
       A) #4 is a two-fer (a double 90 degree whammy)
        B) #5 is on the hairy edge of being minor-ish
 3) Large portion of another Palo Verde Tree 
(deceased) covering part of the trail
 4) Cholla Cactus on the left
 5) Large tree root on the right side of the trail
 6) Second gate (Hallelujah!)
 From the second gate, it is a little slow-going 
simply because the trail morphs into what I would 
compare to climbing Mt. Everest. I engage in what I 
consider to be the obligatory crying, screaming, kicking 
rocks and whining until I reach the end of our climb 

The following is written by my sister Sally Bryan. She has 
been a part of my overall household since June or so, when 
I talked her into retiring and transported her and her be-
longings to Boise. She subsequently made the move with me 
to NM where we are still living in a cramped 25’ trailer, and 
definitely looking for more permanent, & spacious, digs.
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treats/a pellet (which is fair), you can use a 100% grass 
hay pellet, or occasional less sugary/starchy fruits/
veggies as treats in moderation.
2) However, it is important to have forage (hay/grass) 
available free choice, as feeding hay in meals instead 
of free choice may increase the risk of urine stone 
formation. Free choice water also allows wethers to 
remain hydrated, which is imperative to reducing the 
risk of stone formation.
3) While a high phosphorous: calcium ratio can 
increase the risk of stones, the opposite is also true. 
High calcium (and low phosphorous/magnesium) diets 
like lush rapidly growing clover pictures or alfalfa hay 
can predispose ruminants to different types of stones, 
including calcium carbonate/calcium oxalate stones.
4) Early castration (like banding at an early age) and 
castration in general, may potentially cause decreased 
adult urethral diameter. For this reason, if you are 
planning on keeping your wethers solely as pets, you 
may want to consider surgically castrating at 3-4 months 
old, to allow longer “testosterone exposure,” especially 
in Nigerian dwarfs or pygmy goats, who are smaller in 
stature to begin with.
5) Wethers’ urine pH goal is ideally 5.5-6.5. It is possible 
to measure your wether’s pH with “pool pH paper” and 
if you do notice that the pH is too high (>7), you can talk 
to your veterinarian about possible treatments.
None of these recommendations can guarantee that 
your wether will never have a urolith (urinary stone) 
issue. If you ever notice straining/pain/dribbling/
inappetence, and do not observe urination, contact a 
veterinarian, as a urinary stone is a medical emergency. 
However, feeding your wether free choice grass hay and 
avoiding grains, while offering free choice water and 
minerals will help decrease the risk of being faced with 
this devastating emergency.
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A message from the NAPgA President:
Another year is almost closing. 
Looking back, I keep reminding 
myself, “ Well that wasn’t 
so bad”. Despite the COVID 
situation, a cancelled 2020 
Rendezvous, folks working 
from home and some not 

working at all, I still wake up every day and remind 
myself of all the blessings and good things that we 
have to be thankful for. I have been surfing over all of 
the photos and short stories posted by our members 
on the NAPgA Facebook Page. It puts a smile on my 
face and warms me to see all the wonderful adventures, 
hunting success and landscapes being discovered this 
year using the perfect pack animal, “The Packgoat”.
Your continued support has allowed us to respond to 
numerous forest plans this year working to secure your 
rights to us our pack goats on public lands. Posted 
on our website for your review, NAPgA submitted 
comments and Objection letters to the GMUG Grand 
Mesa Uncompahgre and Gunnison National Forest 
in Colorado, The Nez-Pierce Clearwater National 
Forest in Idaho and the Custer Gallatin National 
Forest in Montana. Most of these meetings with the 
forest service started out as face to face (GMUG and 
the Nez -Pierce) meetings back in February and early 
March and then quickly turned into webinar meetings 
later this year as we presented our final objections and 
comments. 
If you have been following our Forest Plan comment 
and objections letters prepared by our very talented 
attorney Any Irvine, you can appreciate all the hard 
work and detail that goes into these documents. I felt 
very positive about meeting face to face with some of 
the biologists and Forester Supervisors on several of 
these plans and even though our public microphone 
time was short, I believe that our comments were 
heard and well received. It will most likely be April-
May of 2021 before we see the final draft on some of 
these plans, but I am hopeful and feeling positive that 
we will prevail. I want to personally thank all of our 
NAPgA members for your continued membership and 
support. We could not do this without you.
A special “Thank You” to all of our Board members, 
Vice President, Secretary and Treasurer for all their 
hard work, special talents and service that they bring to 
the Association. I am very grateful to all of you.

We will have some movement in our Board of 
Directors next year as some of those term positions 
have come to a close. I would like to personally 
thank Karen Kopf and Amy Flygare for serving on 
the NAPgA Board. Karen will continue to be our 
satellite board member serving NAPgA as our liaison 
point of contact with the American Goat Federation. 
We have four very talented NAPgA members that 
have submitted interest in serving on the Board of 
Directors. I encourage all of you to read the ballot 
information and please submit your vote this month 
when you receive the email.  Also, as your current 
president, I have submitted an interest in serving 
NAPgA for another three -year term in that capacity. 
I would look forward to working hard, educating, and 
serving the association in any way possible to secure 
your rights to use pack goats on public lands. I would 
appreciate your vote and I am always available to you 
with open ears and mind. 
In closing I would like to encourage all of you 
to purchase one or several of our 2021 NAPgA 
calendar’s. They are your goats, and the photos bring 
so much happiness, speaking volumes as to what this 
goat packing thing is all about. Exploring the great 
outdoors with no boundaries using the perfect pack 
animal. All proceeds go directly to NAPgA and they 
make a great stocking stuffer.  Don’t forget to mark 
that NAPgA calendar for the third week of June and 
plan to join us for the 2021 NAPgA Rendezvous in 
Joseph Oregon. We are looking forward to planning 
this event in hopes of providing an educational and 
informational experience for everyone. Until then, 
Happy Holliday’s to everyone. Be safe, give your kids 
a hug and enjoy your pack goats. 
“Long Live The Packgoat”
Curtis King
President, North American Packgoat Association 

NAPgA is the ONLY agency that is working, and I do 
mean working hard, to protect and preserve your ac-
cess to hiking with your goats on public land. There 
are some very loud and insistent voices out there 
that would tell you to just keep your goats at home. 
NAPgA exists to keep that from happening.
Please join NAPgA and help keep the funds avail-
able to allow for consistent and continuous legal 
support. Without that help, you would have been 
restricted from many of the lands that have been on 
the chopping block in the last few years.
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Why	Join	NAPgA?	NAPgA	is	the	only	organization	that	exclusively	represents	goatpackers,	and	works	
tirelessly	to	open	areas	for	camping	and	hiking	with	your	goats	that	are	closed	right	now,	or	have	
come	under	fire	for	the	supposed	danger	of	goats	to	Bighorn	Sheep.	The	NAPgA	governing	board	holds	
regular	quarterly	meetings,	which	are	open	to	the	entire	membership	(Meetings	are	conducted	via	
computer	and	Internet-base	meeting	software).	
Where	do	Your	Dues	Go?	Since	this	is	an	all-volunteer	organization,	there	is	very	little	‘manpower	
overhead’	and	so	your	dues	are	exclusively	used	for	issues	directly	connected	to	goatpacker	concerns.	
As	of	late,	we	have	spent	a	lot	of	money	for	our	legal	representation,	but	that	has	been	well-rewarded	
in	our	successes	with	our	fight	to	keep	goatpacking	open	in	the	Shoshone	and	other	unfriendly	
locations.	Goat	packers,	due	to	our	limited	time	as	a	recognized	pack	entity,	have	our	work	cut	out	for	
us	in	order	to	gain	recognition	as	a	viable	part	of	the	overall	‘packer’	spectrum.	NAPgA	is	the	only	
means	to	get	that	done,	and	those	that	are	a	part	of	the	current	BOD	are	working	daily	to	make	that	
happen.	

Please	join	with	us	NOW	and	help	us	to	encourage	and	develop	packgoating	nationwide.	Dues	may	be	
paid	with	PayPal	or	with	a	check	to:	

Membership	Classes:	
Bronze,	 $20	
Silver,	 	 $50	
Gold,	 	 $100	
Youth,		 $10	

By	becoming	a	member,	you	help	NAPgA	work	to	keep	the	wilderness	open	to	Packgoats	

NAPgA	Mail	Application	

Date:	____________________________________________	Date	Received:	____________________________________________	

Member	Name(s):	____________________________________________________________________________________________	

Address:	________________________________________________________________________________________________________	

City:	__________________________________	State:	______	ZIP:	_____________________________	

Phone:	________________________	Fax:	__________________________	eMail:	_________________________________________	

Brief	Description	of	Packgoat	Experience	and/or	Interest:	

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________	

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________	

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________	

Contact:	napga.org@gmail.com	 	 	 	 	 Website:	http://www.napga.org	
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Advertising	  CAE	  Status	  

	  
“CAE	  PREVENTION	  PROGRAM”	  	  (May	  be	  modified	  by	  the	  words	  “strict,	  continuous,	  etc.	  Assumes	  a	  
history	  of	  testing	  of	  does	  yearly,	  and	  pasteurization	  of	  all	  milk	  products.)	  
“CAE	  	  NEGATIVE	  TESTED	  HERD”	  	  (Use	  this	  only	  if	  your	  does	  are	  tested	  yearly	  or	  have	  tested	  negative	  
in	  the	  current	  year.)	  	  
“GUARANTEED	  CAE	  FREE	  OR	  RETURN”	  	  (This	  means	  that	  you	  will	  replace	  the	  kid	  if	  he	  is	  found	  to	  be	  
CAE	  positive	  at	  the	  earliest	  age	  of	  reliable	  testing,	  which	  is	  considered	  by	  WSU	  to	  be	  12	  months.	  This	  
is	  the	  only	  context	  in	  which	  “CAE	  free”	  will	  be	  accepted.	  This	  does	  not	  guarantee	  a	  CAE	  free	  kid,	  just	  
replacement.)	  Remember	  that	  you	  will	  have	  a	  year	  of	  work	  into	  a	  kid	  by	  the	  time	  it	  is	  testable.	  
Any of these choices will more clearly define a herd’s status to buyers and should be welcomed as a 
step forward in controlling a disease that is potentially crippling to packgoats. 

	  
 

 
 Pack Goat Marketplace 

 

 

Butthead Pack Goats & Equipment. Packgoat kids: Togg/Alpine/Oberhasli crosses. 
Northern California. CAE Negative tested herd. Twenty-two years, raising & training 
packgoats. Kids can be seen on web: buttheadpackgoats.com. Call Dennis Willingham, 
530-432-0946.
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WORKING GOAT DIRECTORY
For only $10 per year, (That’s $2.50 an issue), advertise your name, address, and goat related items that 
you offer, such as equipment, pack or breeding animals, stud service, outfitting services, artwork, ANY-
THING relating to working goats. Even if you don’t have anything to sell, this is a great way to just let 
other working goat enthusiasts know that you are out there. There is a 15 word limit (address and phone 
count as one word). Underline key words and they will be highlighted. Listings will be organized by state.

CALIFORNIA

BUTT-HEAD PACKGOATS & EQUIPMENT
Packgoats bred for packing:

Toggenburgs, Oberhasli, Alpine mix
CAE Prevention Program

Best quality goatpacking equipment
PO Box 333

Rough and Ready, CA 95975
530-432-0946

bhpackgoats@hotmail.com
www.ButtHeadPackGoats.com

IDAHO

NORTHWEST PACKGOATS & SUPPLIES
Saddles. Packs & Pads Saddle kits & Economy 4-H kits

147 Wilson Rd.
Weippe, ID 83553

1-888-PACKGOAT
www.northwestpackgoats.com

mailto:bhpackgoats@hotmail.com
http://www.ButtHeadPackGoats.com
http://www.northwestpackgoats.com
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