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On Track with Goat Tracks
					

by Larry Robinson

It seems like just yesterday that we were pining for the opportunity to get into the
high country, and here we already are on the cusp of the end of our Idaho hiking
season. Truly, it could go on for some time, but the weather gods are notoriously
fickle, and there have been years where the high country closed to hiking in midSeptember. September 2017 comes to mind where hiking partner and I hiked into
the Sawtooth wilderness late in the month, and only got two-thirds of the way to
where we were going and had to bag the venture, turn around and go back out. 30
miles of hiking, and we saw only the trail.

Land Use: Regarding land use and potential threats, there don’t seem to presently be any urgent fires
that need tending, but it is like a pan of water on the verge of a boil, it could light up and any moment
and require our input to hopefully make a difference in the potential outcome.

NAPgA: In the last few years, NAPgA’s BOD has experienced an almost 100% infusion of new blood, and
a number of younger board members with fresh approaches to some of NAPgA’s thorniest issues. That
can only be a good thing. However, NAPgA needs your input, help and support. The NAPgA BOD cannot
be everywhere and know what is going on in every National Forest, and so they need you to be their
eyes and ears. We will only hold on to our access of the forest if we all keep our respective ears to the
ground.

I am always looking for folks to describe their goat-travels here in Goat Tracks. I have a lot of my
stories on backlog, but you are going to get real tired of just reading about me! Please consider
sending me a narrative of your adventures. I can edit like mad, but can’t descibe your travels!
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Llamas vs. Packgoats
and the winner is...
from Nan Hassey
The End of an Era

Due to the injuries that Dwite suffered a few months
back, his breeding operation has had to be passsed on.
My best information is that Marc Warnke has taken
it on, or at least doing his best to make sure that the
breeding program continues. Dwite bred some of the
best packgoats in this country, it would be a shame for
his program and hard work to come for naught.

From FB

I enjoyed re-reading the article about our allwomen’s pack trip with Alexa Metrick of Pack
Animal Magazine. It was a wonderful excursion
and my first experience with llamas. Since GT is
a packgoat magazine, I think I can feel safe here
when I say that after that trip, I feel very happy
with my goats! Llamas may be able to carry more
weight, but I’ll take three goats over one llama
any day! My boys carried 50 lbs. each on that trip
and never once complained. In fact, they lined up
every morning, eager to work; each jockeying to
be the first one to get his saddle on. I saddled my
three goats, then we’d all sit down and wait while
two women wrestled saddles onto two kicking,
protesting llamas. If we hadn’t spent half the day
waiting for the llamas catch up, we’d have easily
made it to Frying Pan Lakes. My goats were
willing, patient, hard-working, and athletic. There
were places on the trail where we had to find
an easier path for the llamas, but goats need no
such allowances. At one point a llama got loose
and immediately took off down the mountain. My
goats stayed by my side while we all watched
the amusing spectacle of Gayle chasing after her
escapee. I did not even try to help catch it. Part of
the reason the llama bolted was because it didn’t
care for my goats coming up behind it, and since I
couldn’t chase the llama without my goats chasing
me, I decided we’d best stay well away and enjoy
the excitement from a distance. Eventually the
llama stopped at a creek crossing and the show
ended, but I felt confirmed in my belief that goats
are the best pack animals.
To that I can only say, Amen! GT Ed.

Two of Dwite’s Boys Coming Out of Kane Lake
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Charlie Jennings took the occasion of Tom Besser’s retirement as an opportunity to hold his feet to the fire in regard to
Charlies issues with Tom’s ‘research’ vis-a-vis our goats and
Bighorn sheep. Tom’s response is at the end of this article.
Hello Tom -Congratulations on your retirement. I hope that you are
able to make the most of this next chapter of your life in
a positive, contributing fashion. Therefore:
If you are invited to speak about Bighorn Sheep in the
future,
I would hope that you would keep domestic
sheep and goats SEPARATE, and not intentionally lump
them together in one sentence.
I hope that you would inform your listeners that
the formal histologic diagnostic reports from WADDL
(Case - 7604) never mentioned pneumonia at all,
but rather it was an immune response from the most
affected area of the lungs that were necropsied. You
obviously know what pneumonia looks like, and these
slides didn’t show it at all.
I would hope that you would clarify that the
bighorn sheep in question were improving in their
health before you chose to euthanize them, so that your
audience is not mislead in any way. I’m still unsure why
you killed them, rather than taking a biopsy of the lung
tissue and let them live.
I would hope that you would state that,
according to Andy Pils in his Risk Assessment for the
Shoshone National Forest Plan Revision, that there
never has been a die-off caused by packgoats in a range
environment. It appears to the public that the Wild
Sheep Foundation funded your research in order to
prove a pre-determined result, which didn’t happen. I
would think that is contrary to the ethics of a credible
researcher, and that good researchers would want to
remain objective in their research and not get caught up
in the politics. Just report the facts, instead of becoming
biased.
I would hope that you would not downplay
the results of Dr. Highland’s extensive and objective
research where APHIS collected samples from close
to 600 packgoats, and provided samples to WADDL’s
accredited laboratory. You know that the prevalence
of MOVI Positive packgoats is extremely low. And even
if they were positive, they certainly are not virulent.
The study performed by Laura Heinse may be useful,
I suppose, when considering dairy goat herds that are
commingled with domestic sheep, but her results are
severely skewed when evaluated for packgoats. And I
don’t believe she has the credibility nor the educational
background to be conducting such studies.
I would hope that you would reference your

article from the WSF magazine of two years ago, where
you even made the point that the risk of goats to BHS as
being extremely low.

I would hope that you would acknowledge
unpublished data as being legitimate. It took you 8 years
to publish data on MOVI in domestic sheep, but yet you
trash Dr. Highlands’s research because it’s not published
(YET). WADDL verified the APHIS collected results, and
you know that. She chooses to publish peer reviewed
results in the utmost professional manner, instead of
pushing it through in a PLOS publication that had to be
amended.
Researchers will be remembered for generations,
either for their objective stance that should be based on
factual data, such as Dr. Highland, who has impeccable
credentials and standards, or if they succumbed to the
siren call of prestige and grant money. (Allegedly).
As a side note before bidding farewell, we have noticed
that the Wild Sheep Foundation (and you) have not
attacked the Cattle Industry regarding the former “bug
of the month”, which was Mannheimia haemolytica.
It’s because, in my opinion, the cattle industry would
have buried you and the Wild Sheep Foundation with
lawsuits. But instead, you and your cronies pick on
the little guys, the families that have dreams of goat
packing in beautiful wilderness areas. Kevin Hurley
mentioned that these bans were designed only to
protect the crown jewel herd, which he knew was a
lie. This fictitious paranoia is spreading like a cancer
through the Rocky Mountains, even where there are
still domestic sheep allotments.
Cheers –

Charles Jennings

Mr. Besser’s Response:
Hello Charles,
Thank-you for your congratulations on my retirement.
Although the rest of your note implies a possible lack of
sincerity in that congratulation.
You have a right to your opinions, and you obviously
have a low opinion of me. It is my opinion, reading your
‘advice’ below, that you are profoundly misinformed
about both my integrity and intentions, and about the
current state of the science.
I’m very proud of my professional work spanning 35
years primarily on infectious diseases of livestock and
recently, of bighorn sheep. It’s puzzling to me that the
bighorn sheep work has triggered more unpleasantness
(like your note) than the preceding 25+ years of working
on topics with much larger potential adverse impacts on
producers (e.g. Salmonella, enterohemorrhagic E. coli,
and Campylobacter). Go figure!
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If it’s any comfort, you should know that nobody (me
included) is staying up nights deviously plotting against
pack goats or their owners/operators. :-)

road closure is to keep the public from seeing these
animals exterminated, and therefore rise up and
publically thump on the USFS.]

Cheers,

Barbary sheep (aoudad) have been in the park for the
past three decades and have increased significantly
in recent years. Hundreds of Barbary sheep inhabit
the park, but the park has only one very small known
population of native Desert Bighorn sheep. Barbary
sheep control is necessary as they compete with native
species including preventing Desert Bighorn from
accessing water, threaten biodiversity, and impair park
visitor’s ability to experience natural conditions and
scenery.

Tom

Those of us in the Christian world say that the ‘actions’
bespeak what is contained in the ‘heart’and therefore
indicate the motivations. Therefore Charlie’s, my and
other goatpacker’s assumptions about what individuals such as Mr. Besser are actually up to, come directly
from what we see in regard to their ‘actions’ and its direct impact on our access to the wilderness. In all fairness, as Charlie noted, Tom made a statement 2 years
ago as to the minimal risk that our goats posed to BHS.
However his questionable research said something very
different. One cannot escape the conflict of interest that
is present when the WY WSF paid for Tom’s research,
and the WY WSF’s agenda is CLEARLY on the side of
NO GOATS IN THE WILDERNESS.
While I hate to see anyone publically pilloried, I am
afraid that I am on Charlie’s side on this one. GT Ed.

This effort is part of Big Bend’s long-term, integrated
approach to control exotic animals and protect park
resources. Management of aoudad is in keeping with
the Big Bend Exotic Animal Management Plan and
Environmental Assessment, finalized in June, 2018. To
see this plan, visit this site.

Goat gets head stuck in steering wheel while
chasing Negri Sembilan woman

By Raja Noraina Raja Rahim, February 23, 2018
https://www.nst.com.my/news/nation/2018/02/338123/goat-getsHere we go again. Killing one species so our favored (read: head-stuck-steering-wheel-while-chasing-negri-sembilan-woman

cash cow) species can thrive. Once again, the targeted species was purposefully brought here and placed in this park.
Now they have not apparently ‘paid their dues’ and so we
gonna kill ‘em. What unmitigated BS.

Big Bend National Park Staff Working To Protect
Bighorn Sheep From Invasive Barbary Sheep
By NPT Staff on August 6th, 2019
https://www.nationalparkstraveler.org/2019/08/big-bend-nationalpark-staff-working-protect-bighorn-sheep-invasive-barbary-sheep

Airborne
sharpshooters will
take to the skies over
Big Bend National
Park on Sunday in
a bid to reduce the
numbers of nonnative Barbary
sheep in the park so
they don’t jeopardize
the small numbers of native Desert Bighorn sheep.
The Deadhorse Mountains and surrounding areas,
including the Dagger Flat Road and Old Ore Road, will be
closed to the public from August 11 – August 17 while
the Park Service works with Texas Parks and Wildlife to
remove the Barbary Sheep using helicopters and staff
trained in aerial shooting operations.
The purpose of the closure is to keep visitors safe. All
paved roads will remain open. [BS! The purpose of the

KUALA PILAH: An
angry billy goat got
its head stuck in the
steering wheel while
trying to chase a
woman out of a car
in Kampung Gentam,
here, today.
In the 3pm incident, the woman, identified as Mysha, 45,
had just returned home from work and parked her car in
front of her house.
She then got out of the vehicle and went to the front
passenger side to pick up some stuff from office when
she heard an animal sound coming from behind her.
“As I turned, I could make out an image of an animal
charging at me, I thought it was a wild boar.
“Panicked, I got back in the car, crawled to the driver’s
side, opened the car door and jumped out,
“I ran as fast as I could into my house. In the meantime,
the goat lunged into the car and somehow got its head
stuck in the steering wheel.” she said.
Mysha said she felt sorry for the goat but could not pull
the animal out.
“I called the Civil Defence Force (APM) for help as the
goat refused to budge.”
Several APM personnel arrived at 3.40pm and spent
about three minutes to rescue the goat.
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A first-of-its-kind bighorn sheep study hopes to offer
answers to an iconic Wyoming herd’s slow demise

Christine Peterson, petersonoutside@gmail.com, Jun 1, 2019
https://trib.com/outdoors/a-first-of-its-kind-bighorn-sheep-studyhopes-to/article_91203097-f895-5022-99ac-c842b9982280.html
Almost 2 million bighorn sheep once roamed the West’s
mountains. They moved in waves so thick early explorers could
hardly count their numbers. They provided endless food for
Native Americans and settlers.
Until they didn’t.
By the late 1800s and early 1900s, only about 25,000 sheep likely
occupied the western U.S. and Canada. No one knew exactly how
many bighorn sheep lived in Wyoming before western expansion
– it was likely in the hundreds of thousands – but by 1960, only
about 2,500 remained.
Of the few remaining herds in the state, one stood out to biologists
and land managers as worth protecting. The Whiskey Mountain
herd, as it was called, summered high in the Wind River Range
before wintering outside of Dubois in red cliffs and rolling foothills.
It only had about 500 animals remaining in the ‘40s, but biologists
and land managers had a plan. They used wildfire, prescribed
burns, seeding and fertilizer to maintain and improve the habitat,
and by the 1970s, about 2,000 could be counted.
“I’ve watched it ever since I was a child, and I turn 65 this
summer,” said Lynn Stewart, a Dubois taxidermist, hunter and
former bighorn sheep hunting guide. “For the town of Dubois, it
was such a drawing card for traditional hunters and nonhunters
alike. It’s been there forever.”
It was a success by all measures. So much of a success, in fact,
that Wyoming’s Whiskey Mountain sheep were sent everywhere
from the Bighorn Range to Nevada and Oregon as a way to boost
regional numbers and keep the local herd sustainable.
Then in 1991, a die off hit.
Numbers crashed, and they haven’t come back.
A big part of the reason is “abysmal” lamb survival, said Kevin
Monteith, an assistant professor at the University of Wyoming.
And it’s a problem Monteith and two graduate students, working
closely with Game and Fish and others, hope to solve.
This spring marks the halfway point in a six-year study comparing
the iconic Whiskey herd with others in Jackson and Cody as a
way to see if the underlying issue could be disease, poor food
quality, predators, some combination of the three or an unknown
factor altogether. A team of biologists will spend June racing to
find newborn lambs, placing tracking devices on their necks and
then recording the cause of their probable demise.
The answer, if the team can find one, could not only help the
Whiskey Mountain herd, but perhaps many other struggling herds
across the West.

Domestic sheep typically carry the pathogens, and they pass them to
bighorn sheep through nose to nose contact. Once in a herd, the disease
often spreads quickly, causing healthy adults and lambs to keel over.
The Whiskey herd’s history – growing, healthy populations
followed by a sudden die off and difficult time recovering – is
not unusual among herds in the West. It also seems to be perhaps
something more than just disease.
That’s why a coalition including Game and Fish, the sheep
foundation, the Wyoming Governor’s Big Game License
Coalition, the Wyoming Wildlife Natural Resource Trust are
working to raise $1.3 million to pay for the project.
The first three years focused on issues such as the possibility of
not enough food or poor food quality, particularly as they related
to disease. The second three years begins now, and will look
mostly at lambs while also comparing the herd to bighorn sheep in
Jackson and Cody that seem to be faring better.
“The vast majority of the lambs we capture and collar we suspect
will die, and we want to know when and from what they are dying,”
Monteith said. “It’s a big missing gap at the moment. We know that
pregnancy rates are high. They are putting lambs on the ground,
they’re not just making it back to winter range with them.”
nnn

On its surface it sounds simple: Figure out when, where and why
lambs are dying.
The logistics of that, however, are a bit more complicated.
Bighorn sheep lambs are born able to walk in remote mountain
meadows. Within a few days they can travel distances with their
moms and have likely moved on. They weigh about as much as a
human infant – usually 7 to 9 pounds at birth.
No study in Wyoming has ever been able to successfully examine
lamb survival because of the expense and logistics of working
with wildlife in such remote areas.
Until now. [WRONG! John Mionczynski and Joe Hutto did a 10year study outlined in Joe Hutto’s book, The Light in High Places. This
study in the Whiskey Mtn Herd directly addressed lambing success]
Ewes were captured in late winter as part of the project, and fitted
with GPS collars and an internal transmitter. When an ewe gives
birth, the transmitter pings her collar and lets Monteith’s graduate
students – Rachel Smiley and Brittany Wagler – know where the
lamb was born.
They then have less than two days to trek thousands of vertical
feet through rugged Wind River country to find the lamb before it
and the mother move on.
Processing lambs can take about 15 minutes, at which point it
generally rejoins the mother and eventually heads onto summer range.
From there biologists wait to see if the lamb lives. As few as
five lambs per 100 adults survive to adulthood in the Whiskey
Mountain herd. Wildlife managers would like to see that at 30
lambs per 100.
nnn
For an animal that makes its living in some of the state’s harshest, “What’s happening on summer range, we don’t know, whether
poor nutrition or pneumonia we don’t know,” said Greg Anderson,
highest climates, bighorn sheep are surprisingly susceptible to
Game and Fish’s wildlife biologist in the Lander region.
health issues, mostly non-native pneumonia pathogens.
Their numbers historically shrank because of market hunting and Researchers hope the overall study, which includes detailed
examination of habitat sections in the Jackson and Whiskey areas,
habitat loss, but it was pneumonia-causing bacteria that proved
to be the death knell for many of the herds, said Steve Kilpatrick, body fat and health measurements of ewes, and the lamb work,
will result in an answer.
executive director of the Wyoming Wild Sheep Foundation.
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Preparing Your Goats & Goat Pen
for long-term away-time
OK, let’s see, before I leave for a 2 week vacation
I’m going to need 3 week’s worth of bedding, hay, grain,
minerals, and fly spray. Then there’s medications, hoof
trimming, evacuation procedures and supplies, first aid,
trailer readiness, local contacts and permissions, vets,
feed store, shut-offs, irrigation stations and oddities, goats
with oddities, foreign contact info, itinerary, cat food and
litter, location of all tools and supplies, daily goat walking
procedure, feeding, watering….AHHHHHHHHHHCH!

For this trip to Ireland, I knew that no family
members would be available to help out. I decided to
take the plunge and try engaging a Trusted House Sitter.
This organization allows you to connect and interview
people from all over the world who wish to see your part
of the globe on the cheap. They take care of your pets,
and they get to stay at your place for free. In March of this
year I signed up as a host and paid the $90 fee to post my
profile and sitter requirements on the site. I was specific
No wonder I seldom travel without my herd, much about needing someone with livestock experience.
less go overseas. Yet sometimes I do, like, every 2 years.
Trusted House Sitters is not the only pet sitting
This is one of those years and for those of you reading Internet-driven house and pet sitting service. For
this current edition of Goat Tracks, I am vacationing in instance, if one had a house in Australia, one could sign
County Mayo, Ireland, eating lots of seafood difficult to up for free to be a host. If one wanted to pet and house sit
come by in western Colorado, and partying with friends in Australia, such as Keith and Nikki, they could pay $84
from the Old Irish Goat Society. More on that later, along per year and have access to people who need their skills.
with awesome pics of the breeding herd in Westport. But
the subject of this submission for your consideration,
gentle reader, is all of the friggin’ hoopla it takes to pull
this off and keep our goats safe at home.
We all know that no one cares for their own
animals the way we do. Even family members. Once
when I went to a professional conference, a young goat
with scurs got his head stuck in the spokes of a garden
cart and ran with it screaming for 20 minutes, until my
adult daughter, raised with goats and house sitting for the
duration, was able to catch and athletically restrain this
very large and robust Nubian Boer wether and actually
extricate him from the cart without injury to anyone.
However, that luck did not hold for the next conference. A
very valuable doe who was a heavy milker was left in the
same person’s care. She noticed early one afternoon that
Vanessa seemed to be quite off, but she was not sure what
was actually wrong. She said Vanessa had seemed weak
and shakey a couple of hours before we connected, but
she seemed better now. She called in this information to
me just before my presentation. After the presentation,
myself and several colleagues went out to dinner. During
dinner she called to say that Vanessa was dead. Prone
to milk fever, the means of preventing this was right at
hand in the refrigerator on the goat med shelf. Calcium
gluconate, and the means of dosing with a massive
syringe, were all at hand. My farm sitter-daughter just
did not see the problem clearly enough to take action,
and I did not bend over backward like a crazy OCD person
trying to anticipate every potential disaster and worst
case scenario. I do now.

Keith of Aussie House Sitters feeding baby goats
I decided on the internationally respected
Trusted House Sitters. The first respondents I got were
young Russians with references in the US, but dog and cat
experience only. I politely turned them down. Within a
week I got another inquiry from a mature individual with
horse experience. She had family in Denver and would be
in between gigs during the very dates that I needed her.
She freely admitted that she had no goat experience.

Again, I decided to take a risk and when she
mentioned that she would be traveling from southern
California to Denver in May to visit with said family, I
asked if she would like to stop for a night at my place, not
too far out of the way of her planned route, to meet me
and my goat herd. She agreed.
After a brief and rocky start, because I did not
realize she would be bringing a dog, we got along famously.
The dog, a well behaved, adorable, and elderly Shih Tzu,
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will be no trouble for my goats to overlook, but the indoor to get in touch with me and she and I will confer on how
cats are another matter. I have had to take extra measures things are going ½ way through my vacation.
to make that work out, but now those are done. Ultimately Safety:
the cats will be fine, but not tremendously happy.
I will need to be out of the country during a
It was terrifically helpful that this person could time known for wildfires in this neck of the high desert/
come early and spend time getting to know my herd and Uncompahgre Plateau. Although my property is not
my place. As all of us goat owners know, if you have 10 particularly vulnerable, mandatory evacuation orders
goats, you have 10 incredibly different personalities, are never entirely out of the question. Before I leave,
united only by being intelligent herd animals. This was the sitter and I will be go over trailer hook-up and goat
somewhat surprising to this sitter, but she caught on loading procedures. We will also go over the med kit
quickly. To assist her in differentiating her various charges again, the goat medications shelf and its contents and
in my absence, I am making sure that my records are up to applications, and the goat meds in the refrigerator.
date, with pictures of each one, and not just names.
Logistics:
She will be spending an extra day with me before
Should something go badly wrong and a goat
I depart just to go over everything again. We will walk
needs
medical
help, I have already contacted my vet and
the goats again, something she has committed to do on a
left
a
credit
card
on file with them, a designated cap on
daily basis the way I do, freshen daily each stall by tossing
spending
on
medical
without prior consultation with
the shavings and applying vinegar to ammonia soaked
spots, fly spray twice per day, feed twice per day and keep myself, and the name and credentials of my house sitter, so
water and minerals topped off. There is no doubt in my that the clinic knows her decision making capacity. I left
mind that this person will more than earn a free stay at this information with my busy vet office two months ago,
my expense, because it really won’t be free. This is a lot of and called last week to confirm that the information was
I provided
work and responsibility and I wasn’t sure that I would find entered correctly. And guess what, it wasn’t. So
rd
time.
This
it
all
again
and
before
I
leave
I
will
check
a
3
someone mature enough and physically fit enough to pull
it off. And so to make this as smooth and safe as possible, same information has been left with my local feed store
I have concocted the following to-do list for myself and my so that if there is any need for provisions (which there
shouldn’t be but you never know), my sitter is authorized
sitter, which I am pleased to share with you all.
to make those purchases on the designated credit card
Communications:
on file. I also provided them with her name and phone
Phone number where you can be reached outside number so that they can confirm her identity. This was
of the country (if going overseas). Tell friends, family, not important to me, but it was important to them.
neighbors, and house sitters to dial 011 first to leave the US
These are measures that I strongly encourage
‘phone space’ , then further enter the numbers provided. my farm/ranch/pet sit clients to undertake. Very few
Calls and texting may have a hefty charge, so this is best of them do, and although many high end livestock
left for emergencies only. Skyping or Zoom is a great clients have a significant investment in their operation,
alternative, but if you are not terribly tech savvy, email is they are seldom properly insured through a reputable
the next best bet and preferable for daily updates. If you insurance broker such as Equisure, often with expensive
do choose to Skype in order to create face time, be sure and tragic results. One client just lost an uninsured,
you know what the local time difference really is. Right $20,000 valued colt (not on my watch) by simply failing
now, as I write this, Westport Ireland is 7 hours ahead, but to vaccinate against West Nile in a timely fashion.
that isn’t always true, depending upon how US daylight
Speaking of vaccinations, before traveling make
savings time and Irish Standard time are interacting with
sure that all shots, worming, and hoof trimming are up to
each other.
date. Do not leave this to chance. I know someone who
In my case, I am leaving communication left on an extended trip without hoof trimming because
instructions, along with my itinerary, with one family their part-time farmhand supposedly knew how to do
member, my best friend, two neighbors, and, of course, it and would attend to it while they were gone. The doe
the house sitter. As extra insurance and re-assurance nearly bled to death from one foot and was never sound
for myself, I am asking a neighbor, who is in the pet again. Do it all yourself, just before leaving. Yes, this adds
sitting business as well and has worked with my goats to pre-travel stress but you will thank yourself for it later.
intensively, to ‘drop by’ to introduce herself to the Trusted
When anyone new is feeding your animals, or in
House Sitter in residence and give all goats and my house
case
of
an
unlatched door or gate that leads to an overly
cats a look-see to make sure that everything is in order.
A second opinion is never a bad thing and a good house rich source of food such as the new alfalfa pasture or
sitter should never object. This neighbor will know how the grain barrel, Therabloat should always be on hand
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and any sitter should be shown exactly how to use it.
This can be effective in preventing a problem before is
occurs, or keeping a stricken goat alive until the vet can
get there. Same thing for minor cuts. Not Therabloat,
plainly, but a good styptic and topical antibiotic such as
Wonderdust. I have used Wonderdust for 30 years and
cannot tell you how many times it has saved the day and
prevented a vet call and the need to wrap a wound. Cheap
and easy to use, just make sure a sitter knows where it is
and in case of emergency not to be stingy with it. Before
going anywhere long distance I make sure that I have a
full container of Wonderdust, a full container of Toxiban
for any suspected poisoning, 3 small vials of Therabloat,
calcium gluconate, tetanus antitoxin, and Liquimyacin
LA-200 on hand. Some sitters are unable or unwilling
to give injections, but the person who will be here in
September is skilled at giving injections to all kinds of
pets. Provided that a sitter is very clear on permissions
and knows where to find everything, this can be yet
another backstop to keep a problem from spiraling out of
control before a vet visit can be arranged.

location. The closer you are to a sweet tourist attraction,
wilderness area, national park, raftable waters, etc., the
more applications you will have to choose from. Start
early, be picky. You may even want to consider using the
THS contract, which covers a whole lot of ‘what ifs’ when
it comes to damage and liability. I am not having my sitter
sign this, but only because we spent 24 hours together
well in advance of the gig itself. We will spend another
36 hours together before she takes me to the airport at
5:00 AM (God bless her) and an additional 18 hours when
I return and she picks me up from the airport (God and
all of his/her saints bless her doubly). I am asking her to
email me with a report and pictures every day.
If for some reason I had doubts about this sitter, I
would certainly ask her to sign the form found at the site
listed below at least 2 months before the gig. That way,
if there are issues, you still have time to attract and vet
new applicants. Whether you decide to use it or not, it
contains some thought provoking questions to help you
prepare.

h t t p s : / / w w w. t r u s t e d h o u s e s i t t e r s . c o m / s t a t i c /
re s o u rc e s / Tr u s t e d - h o u s e - s i t t e r _ h o m e - o w n e r Many readers will have someone they can rely agreement.doc
on without having to contract with a total stranger. But
I know, I know, this seems like a friggin’ nightmare,
some of us do not, or find that our regular sitters are and it some ways it is. But given the apocryphal tales I
unavailable for the dates we need them. If you do decide have shared, all true, there are nightmares of neglect
to hire someone, be sure that they or their company as well, and failure to take these steps that can be even
are insured and/or bonded (as my company is). For worse.
instance, I know folks here in western Colorado whose
If you, gentle reader, have additional questions
pastured poultry operation was partially wiped out by
about
travel
logistics when leaving pets at home, email
hiring a local kid. They had hired this kid for the last two
years periodically to help them with their chores and me at goatlady80@gmail.com and I will return your
considered this 19-year-old to be quite responsible and inquiry as soon as I am possibly able. And don’t forget
well trained. So they decided to go on vacation for the first the stay up with my current adventures at goatgoodness.
time in many years. While they were gone, in summer, wordpress.com.
he didn’t show up for a shift. 5,000 laying hens inside of
firefighters rescue goat from drainage pipe
a closed structure died of heat exhaustion because he Oakland
By BAY CITY NEWS SERVICE, PUBLISHED: June 23, 2019
didn’t open it up and turn on the fans. He wasn’t insured,
neither were they. Although their outside pastured meat OAKLAND — A goat was rescued Saturday night from a 40-footchickens survived, the blow to their finances was such deep drainage pipe on the eastern edge of Oakland, the Oakland
Fire Department reported Saturday night on social media.
that they got out of the business immediately.
Oakland Fire Department personnel responded about 6
Yet having a professional come twice per
p.m. Saturday to the area near Keller Avenue and Rilea
day to tend your animals can add up to a pretty big
Way near the Leona Canyon Regional Open Space Preserve,
chunk of change. Enter Trusted House Sitters or a where the goat was reported to have fallen down the steel
similar organization. Although not perfect, because of pipe and got stuck. The goat was one of many brought
course there are humans and animals involved in this to the area to help clear vegetation, helping reduce the
relationship, it is one option to consider. The link to the chances of a wildfire.
THS site is:
Fire crews worked for more than two hours before they
https://www.trustedhousesitters.com/house-and-pet- reported on Twitter that the goat had been rescued from
sitting-assignments/
the pipe, apparently physically OK.
Something to be aware of is that both hosts and
sitters will be checking each other out, so comprehensive
profiles are pretty much a must. Also, location, location,
Personnel management:
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Another day in paradise - Fun with Baby Goats
Forrest Hartley, Mar 3, 2019
http://www.oleantimesherald.com/news/state/column-another-day-inparadise/article_9dedb435-5982-5fdf-94a1-2f08019d220d.html

This house is a mess. We have one goat leashed to the
plumbing and another to the leg of a work bench, and
then we have three baby kids wandering around with
googly eyes wondering what the heck is going on and
when the next milk treat will be.

Yes, there is hay on the floor and, despite the pads of
newspapers that the mothers are nested on, other things.
And, oh yes, Steve the Duck is nested in an ice fishing
sled in the living room. He had a falling out with the
other ducks, like that’s a surprise, and tried to ride out
the cold on his own. He seems quite happy where he is.
He’s eating and drinking. But I am concerned.

By tomorrow, things will revert to more or less normal,
although I can assure you nothing is ever normal around
here.
I knew Smither was going to kid soon. I did not know
that Felicity and Cow Goat were due. Just missed it. Cow
always looks as fat as a blimp.

Problem is, one was a weak little thing, a black female,
so I had to dropper and bottle-feed her mixed colostrum.
Now, although Smither is nuzzling her, I’m afraid she has
decided I will bottle feed it, and she will concentrate on
her other kid, a red female with a white stripe around its
middle, sort of like a red belted Galway.
So far, the little black goat is still weak but walking.
Which is a big step, so to speak. She is not yet bottle
feeding with gusto, but I think she will.

A few days in the house for her and bottle feeding until
weaning. The other goats will go out today or tomorrow.
By the way, Alpine goats come out in all flavors. It’s kind
of like having a goat house full of walking Easter eggs.
That’s all great, but I’d rather the house not be the goat
house.

Forrest Hartley lives in Hadley. There is no normal there. Leave a
message at new_americangothic@yahoo.com.

Why dirt-eating goats never need to visit the dentist
By Lakshmi Supriya, Jun. 21, 2019

https://www.sciencemag.org/news/2019/06/why-dirt-eating-goats-neverneed-visit-dentist

For goats, a side
dish of sand and
dust is the normal
accompaniment for
These little Alpine goats generally kid within 48 hours of
a hearty meal of
each other. It wasn’t supposed to be this way. As the old
grass and plants. But
expression goes, “the bull jumped the fence.”
despite their constant
In this case, it was the billy goat.
chomping, goat teeth never seem to wear down.
Outside of few very young kids, we no longer have any,
To figure out why, researchers fed 28 goats diets with
as you might say, intact billy goats.
different amounts of grit for 6 months. After 3 months,
I did not want any kids in the winter, because sure
the team examined the stomach contents of all the goats
enough they are going to arrive on one of the three
using computed tomography (CT); 6 months later, they
coldest days of the year. But we miscalculated
slaughtered the goats and analyzed the contents of their
somewhere.
digestive tracts.
That means for at least a day or two, the house becomes The CT scans and dissections revealed that the sand
the maternity ward.
was not equally distributed in the goat guts. Instead, it
We are fully capable, but that doesn’t mean I want to do it. seemed to collect in goats’ lower stomachs. Like cows
and other ruminants, goats have a four-compartment
I spent nearly an hour lying in goat litter, extricating
stomach: Large pieces of food go into the upper
newly born goats from under a bench yesterday. I
compartment, where they are regurgitated for chewing,
couldn’t reach them. They were wedged in under and
and small pieces of food go straight to one of the lower
behind a strut.
stomachs for digestion.
How little tiny babies could even get in such a place
Because the sand sinks to the lower stomach, it is
is beyond me. Smither just stood by while I worked,
expelled in the feces and is never brought back up for
and little Nosy Goat climbed on my back and legs as I
chewing, researchers report this month in Mammalian
struggled.
Biology. That means the upper stomach helps “wash”
I finally got the brilliant idea of getting the children’s’
grasses and plants free of grit, just like we wash our
old hobby horse, the wooden horse head on a stick, from
greens, saving ruminant teeth from wear. And even
the living room, and using it as a safe hook to work the
though this experiment was done in goats, the scientists
newborn kids out of their predicament.
say it could explain why the teeth of cud-chewing cows,
Success.
deer, and giraffes are similarly protected.
Felicity looked her normal svelte goat self. She has a
little black female. They are not in the house.
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are resilient you will
find they surprise you
One more thing you couldn’t do without the goats
in how they handle
Prior to having things! In our modern
kids, my
day comforts we forget
husband and
the natural sense of
I connected
discovery kids have! On
through
my 3yo son’s first trips
hunting and
with us, I remember
backpacking.
packing everything…
Some of our
even a toy! Not once
first dates
did he touch they toy!
were trips
Instead, you could
into the
find him playing in
backcountry.
the dirt by the creek or throwing rocks in the water.
We always talked about having kids, and how we wanted Kids naturally love to explore things outside, the world
to continue to pursue the outdoors and everything it
is literally at their fingertips! My advice for parents is
has to offer, sharing those experiences with our kids.
let them explore those natural urges, and let go of your
Our hunting packs were already full and our backs were fears! I promise you won’t regret it.
loaded down, which led us to the idea of a pack stock
Building these memories with our kids is exactly what I
option. My in-laws raise cattle here in Lusk, Wyoming so
pictured when we decided we didn’t want our lifestyle
we are no strangers to horses as we often use them at
to stop after having kids. My husband, Justin says it best
the ranch. We began our research and stumbled across
when he describes two types of fun, he says, “ There are
a book that mentioned that some people use goats for
two types of fun. Fun that you have instantly like when
pack stock. Although we kindly laughed reading over
you are at the pool, or playing with friends. Then there is
it at first, our curiosity prevailed. We then picked up a
fun that at the time may be hard and tough but after you
copy of John Mionczynski’s book, “The Pack Goat” and
accomplish it and think about it later you realize how
the decision was too easy from there! We had to try pack
fun that was”. I believe the second kind of fun is the true
goats. It just seemed so fitting for our family and what
memory maker! Those are the memories we will hold
we were looking for!
close and truly treasure.
Fast forward a couple years and we have 7 pack goats,
Having pack goats has allowed us to continue to pursue
all of which we raised as babies. This has been a new
our outdoor adventures. The experience has been
experience for our family but an incredible journey
wonderful! For families with small children who want
so far. This
to hike a few miles in, I would highly recommend pack
summer we
goats. We are thankful we pursued having pack goats,
were able
and we look forward to many more fun adventures!
to put some
					
Desarae Starck
weight on
our pack
goats about
5-10lbs each
depending
on age, as
we have some that are younger than others. Being
able to utilize the goats allowed us to take a two-night
backpacking adventure with our kids, grandma, and a
niece who has never backpacked before.

Goatpacking with Children

We covered 9 miles of beautiful country and the trip
couldn’t of gone any better! Our bellies were full,
our bodies stayed warm, and the kids had so much
fun! As a mom we tend to worry will they be warm?
What happens if they get hurt? I’ve learned you have
to let go of your fears and get the kids out! Take that
camping trip! Do an over night backpacking trip! Kids
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Farmer Performs Life-Saving CPR On Goat

Mon 19 Aug 2019, https://10daily.com.au/news/world/
a190819kxteu/farmer-performs-life-saving-cpr-on-goat-20190819

They say farmers will do anything for their animals -including perform mouth-to-mouth.
While many may have left a seemingly lifeless goat for
dead, a Jamaican farmer refused to give up, performing
CPR on his animal to bring it back to life.
Video of the heroic moment, shared on Reddit, showed
the farmer herding a trip of goats through the streets
of Jamaica when he realized one of the animals was
struggling.

The goat had become tangled in a rope connecting the
goats together, and was being dragged along by its neck.
Quickly chasing the group down, the farmer cut the
strangulating ropes, but the goat remained motionless.

Cheered on by a group of on lookers, he didn’t hesitate
to cover the goat’s mouth with his own and start CPR.
He put the animal on its side, raised its head, and gave it
two enormous breaths before firmly rubbing its chest.
The sound of success was a shockingly loud bleat from
the revived goat. It required just one more breath from
the farmer before being able to move unassisted.

While performing CPR on an animal may seem extreme,
these exceptional animal husbandry skills are vital
in Jamaica, a country working to improve its goat
production.
Jamaica only produces about 16 percent of the goat
meat it consumes, the Pulitzer Centre reporter, so the
country is striving to become more self-sufficient.

It’s a challenging task, as the small country simply
doesn’t have space to plant feed for their animals. The
island is just 235 kilometres long and 84 kilometres
wide.

The Small Ruminants Association of Jamaica said
farmers pay up to 900 Jamaican dollars (about AU $10)
for one bale of hay to feed their animals.

In my frequent forays into the files that make up the GT Archives, I have come to the conclusion that the only reason that
everyone doesn’t have a copy of this information is that they
just don’t realize how completely entertaining lots of this stuff
is. There have been some great writers for GT over the years!
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Oh my Goat! Video of KK goats queuing to board
van goes viral [NSTTV]

By Norasikin Daineh, June 13, 2018
https://www.nst.com.my/news/nation/2018/06/379468/oh-mygoat-video-kk-goats-queuing-board-van-goes-viral-nsttv

South Sudanese refugees thank God for
goats, goats … and more goats

10 June 2019
https://barnabasfund.org/en/news/south-sudanese-refugees-thankgod-for-goats-goats-…-and-more-goats

KOTA KINABALU: It is not often that one sees a herd of
goats lining up like schoolchildren to board a vehicle – but
when one does, taking photos or a video is a must.

It’s the goat that keeps on giving at Camp Rhino. No
kidding!

A clip of the event was uploaded to social media, and has
gone viral and attracted myriad comments from netizens.

One female goat is given to a refugee who must then give
away its firstborn kid to someone who is goatless, and so
on. So, you have a kind of domino effect, except with goats.

A simple but effective goat distribution project paid for
That is exactly how locals and tourists reacted recently when by Barnabas Fund is helping South Sudanese Christians
they witnessed 40 goats patiently queuing to board a van near become self-sufficient at refugee Camp Rhino in
the Kota Kinabalu International Airport (KKIA) here.
neighbouring Uganda.
The owner of the goats, Md Amin Rahim, 63, said that his
goats – which graze on grass near the airport every day –
have been especially trained to follow his instructions.

“That’s why they understand me when I tell them to go into
the van. My goats will usually follow my instructions.
“If I say ‘go up’ while shooing them, they will start to line
up and take turns to board the van,” said the goat breeder
from Kampung Petagas.

Md Amin said that it has become a daily routine since 2016
to transport his goats to the open field near KKIA for them
to feed, explaining that his house compound is no longer
able to accommodate the 40 goats during feeding time.

The former taxi driver said he started breeding five goats he
bought in Beaufort in 2012.
“Over time, their numbers grew and the house compound
became too crowded for the animals to look for food.

“I would normally bring the food to them, but I could no
longer do so. (Now), I bring them to an open space full of
grass,” he said.
He said he has even sold some of his goats to people
organising kenduri or aqiqah ceremonies.

“Usually, demand is high during Hari Raya Aidiladha.
Thus far, I have sold 10 goats and another three have been
booked.
“Money from the sales is used to cover my family’s daily
expenses and the cost of breeding (and maintaining the)
goats” he said.

Breeding goats might not be everyone’s cup of tea, but Md
Amin enjoys every minute of it.

But there are times when he has to work hard to look for grass.
“Even if it is raining, I have to go out and look for fresh
grass for my goats.

“(But) I don’t mind braving the rain because I have a
responsibility to them; I don’t want them to go hungry,” he
added.
Video URL: https://youtu.be/9Od2KxsrAw4

Grateful South Sudanese Christian refugees in Uganda, each with
their own goat provided by Barnabas Fund

Demand for goat meat is high in Uganda and the unused
land surrounding Camp Rhino is excellent for the
animals to graze.
Self-sustainability programmes are crucial for these
Christians at Camp Rhino who fled from violence and
hunger in South Sudan. For many, returning home is too
dangerous, so they must rebuild their lives at the camp.

A total of 800 female goats and 40 male goats have been
distributed so far in 2019. The average female goat
produces one to three kids twice a year.

The programme aims to provide long-term sustainability
for 2,400 Christian families from 35 congregations in the
vast refugee camp.
“May God bless Barnabas Fund,” said Pastor Scopas at
the refugee camp. “Our children will have meat and milk.
This will contribute to eliminating malnutrition among
the children and breast-feeding mothers. It is amazing
that many of our Christians that had lost all their
animals in South Sudan have some animals to graze.”
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Which is exactly what we have experienced here in
Idaho. Every fire becomes a ‘crown’ fire, the ultimate
destroyer of forests. And many of ours are gone...
Too much fire suppression leads to more and
bigger fires, says expert

“mega-fires” occurring throughout the state, according
to Minnich.

The Idyllwild Forest Health Project team organized an
evening of speakers Wednesday night at Idyllwild Arts
to discuss the recent Cranston Fire and wildfires on
the Hill in general. Joining the featured speaker, noted
fire ecologist Dr. Richard Minnich of the University of
California, Riverside, were Idyllwild Fire Chief Patrick
Reitz, U.S. Forest Service Forester Charles Wentz, Cal
Fire Capt. Michael Sebastian, Gerald Clarke from the
Cahuilla Band of Mission Indians and William Pink from
the Agua Caliente Tribe of Cupeño Indians of the Pala
Reservation.

Dark and Fuller canyons should receive the most
attention in the future, according to Minnich. There have
been fewer fires in those areas and the ladder fuels are
now substantial.

By JP Crumrine, October 17, 2018
https://idyllwildtowncrier.com/2018/10/17/too-much-fire-suppressionleads-to-more-and-bigger-fires-says-expert/

Minnich has shared his views about wildfires several
times to groups in Idyllwild. In principal, he believes
the efforts to suppress every fire have warped nature’s
natural fire processes.

The results have created “the year-round fire season”
and bigger, hotter and more fires than historically
burned in these mountains. He developed his views from
his research comparing wildfires in the Baja, northern
Mexico region, with fires in Southern California, as well
as extensive research of local newspapers from the late
19th and early 20th centuries.
He found fewer fires burning less acreage in Mexico
and this seems more consistent with the historical data
of Southern California. Forests were naturally thinner,
and provided much less opportunity for ground fires
to climb the vegetation ladder and burn the crowns of
native pines.
Mexican officials do not reflexively try to suppress
wildfires immediately. These “natural” wildfires
essentially create boundaries and limitations, which
reduce the incidence of massive and dangerous
wildfires.

The forest floor is much clearer in the Baja forest area
than one finds in the Southern California mountains.
Photographs from the late 1800s and early 1900s of
Idyllwild and the San Bernardino mountain communities
confirm this. There were fewer trees, they were typically
larger and taller, and barely any undergrowth.
By eliminating this natural fire inhibitor, a “Darwinian
process” developed. More fuel was available to burn and
provided easier access to the crowns, thus allowing fire
to burn larger areas, Minnich suggests.
Constant fire suppression in forested areas leads to the

He urged greater attention to reducing fuel sources
within Idyllwild. This will require manual efforts rather
than burns, he noted, and all residents and property
owners will need to participate. The Mountain and
Cranston fires have effectively reduced major fire threats
from the south and east, he believes.

The goal should be about 40 trees per acre, he
advocated.

Before Minnich, Reitz discussed the Cranston Fire. He
stressed how the existing fuelbreaks were critical in
keeping the blaze out of town. The wind direction, air
attack and, especially, firefighters on the ground were all
vital contributors to the ultimate success.

“Abatement gives us defensible space,” Reitz emphasized.
“Firefighters can assess your property whether they can
defend it and defend it safely.” He added, “That does not
mean denuding your property.”
Sebastian also described that the work done to create
the Upper Dry Creek, AstroCamp, West Ridge and South
Ridge fuelbreaks were instrumental in helping fight the
Cranston Fire.

Clarke and Pink described how the early native culture
accepted fire. In fact, Clarke discussed the lack of a word
for “nature.” The Cahuilla did not separate themselves,
humans, from nature so the distinction was not
meaningful, he explained.
He also used historic resources, notes and journals from
early European explorers, which described a landscape
much more open, much more akin to fields and parks
than a dense forest.

Pink spent more time describing the local forests as he
grew up in the San Jacintos. “Things change, and fire and
the environment have changed. There were many more
deer. In 1980, the Bighorn Sheep were seen in Lamb
Canyon,” he said.
Before the actual presentation began, organizers Mark
Yardas and Mara Schoner presented several golden pine
cones to local people who helped the community deal
and respond to wildfires both before and during the
Cranston conflagration. Among the recipients were Tim
Morin, John Newman and Doug McKellar of McKellar
Tree Service and Landscaping, as well as Reitz and
Wentz.
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An End of Summer Hike
by Taffy Mercer

August 31st was a sunny 95* day. A little warm for a
hike, but the location we wanted to hike would fill with
hunters when season opened on September 1st.

Eight people, 4 packgoats and one dog met at Big Flat
Habitat Unit for the hike. Eldon & Debbi Otta and their
dog, Maggie, The Benson Family – Matt, Jessica and their
kids Luke (13), Elise (11) and Clark (9) plus my 3-yearold granddaughter, Haven, and me. This was Haven’s
first goatpacking hike.
Otta’s
have
two mini
Nubian
wethers,
Benson’s
brought
one of
their mini
Alpines,
a doe
named

truck running with
Haven in it, left
Bourbon in the
truck canopy and
walked over to the
group.

I introduced
myself and told
them we would
be hiking on
the island with
Haven & Bourbon
packgoats. I asked
them how their horses and dogs did around goats (only
one horse had experience and that was on the other
side of the fence). I explained how dogs are predators
to goats and that sometimes horses were afraid goats.
I asked them if they would like to have their horses be
exposed to a packgoat. I got a resounding “Yes!” from
the group. I asked them to control their dogs.

When I opened the canopy, Bourbon wasn’t sure he
wanted to come out. He stood there looking at the
horses and dogs. I gave him time to watch them then
asked him to jump out. When he did one of the dogs
came forward. Bourbon ran behind me and the woman
Clark, Elise, Luke & Snowdrop
called her dog back to her. I started walking around with
Snowdrop and I brought Bourbon, my LaMancha.
Bourbon with the horses watching. None of the horses
Bourbon was carrying 28# this trip and sporting
seemed concerned. The riders were very curious so I
his new Bantam Saddle Tack Sawtooth Synthetic
gave them a short talk about goatpacking. One Arab was
Packsaddle. The other three goats were all wearing
very curious and wanted to get close enough to smell
their Marc Warnke Kid Trainer Saddles and carrying
Bourbon. I wasn’t going to let that happen! I rubbed my
lunches and water. All of us love and use the Sopris goat fingers in Bourbon’s coat and held it out for the horse to
halters.
smell. All went well and they headed out for their ride.
The hike is on an island that’s connected to the mainland It was a good interaction for all of us.
by a narrow causeway. Dalton Lake is on one side of the As I began saddling up Bourbon, the Ottas and Bensons
island and the Snake River is on the other. This is high
arrived. Once we were all ready, we headed to the
desert country with basalt cliffs and dry land landscape. causeway and onto the island. The goats were antsy and
Big Flat Habitat Unit was created when Ice Harbor Dam raring to get going. So were Luke and Clark!
was built on the Snake River from 1956-1962 east of
It’s a good thing there are some large cottonwood trees
Pasco, WA. The land was once a homestead and there
every so often along the hike.
are many fruit trees and berries left on the island that
We took advantage of them
have gone wild. The Corps of Engineers now farms
whenever we came to one!
portions of the island for wildlife but leaves most of it in The goats could have cared
its natural state.
less but we sure enjoyed the
respite from the sun.
We did this hike a couple years ago. On the way out
we found a plum tree loaded with small sugary sweet
Our first side trip was taking
ripe plums. Our goal was to locate the tree and harvest the offshoot trail down to
some plums. Matt is a botanist and Jessica wants him
the Snake River. The goats
to propagate the plum tree so they can have it in their
ate willows while the kids
home orchard. The plums are that good!
hunted for shells along the
river. Debbi was throwing
When I arrived at the parking lot there were about
sticks into the river for
10 people, 3 loose dogs and a dozen horses getting
Maggie to retrieve. Haven
ready to ride the on island. I decided this was a perfect
opportunity to educate folks about packgoats. I left the and I had plans to stop there
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again on our way back to play in the river and cool off.
We brought our water shoes with us and a towel to
share. I love having Bourbon carry luxury items! We
headed back to the main trail when everyone was ready.
Haven reached a point where she said she really needed

of us. We sat around, visited and ate lunch. It was so
wonderful to sit with good friends and our goats. I only
had to squirt the goats a couple times and they respected
our area. Bourbon enjoyed my banana peel when I was
done with the banana. Snowdrop didn’t want Elise’s
apple core so he got that, too!
After lunch we packed up and headed back to the
mainland. We’d had a great time. Haven was ready to
be done so we never made it back to the river. There’s
always next time…

200 Endangered Goats Rescued From Floods
Lunch in the Glade

a break. We found a shady spot by the trail to take a
break. I told the others to go on ahead. I knew going
into this hike I may not make the entire hike because
of Haven. I want it to be fun for her so she’ll continue
to hike with me. Bourbon did not like everyone else
leaving. A herd belongs together!

About 5 minutes after they left Elise came running back
and told me there was an awesome glade just up the
trail where there was shade and a grassy area off the
trail. I got Haven up and moving (remember – she’s 3)
and we followed Elise to the spot. It was wonderful.
There was even a slight breeze! Elise ran back to the
others while I got Haven situated with electrolyte water
and lunch. I may not make it to the plum tree but I had
a wonderful time sitting in the glade talking with my
granddaughter.
Elise came running back about 20 minutes later with
her cap full of plums and blackberries. They’d located
three different species of plum trees. We just hadn’t
looked around enough to see the other two species a
couple years ago. The blackberries were nearly the
size of a quarter! The plums aren’t large but boy, are
they juicy and flavorful. Haven had juice running down
her chin when she ate
one and her mouth was
stained purple from
the blackberry. Mother
Nature sure provides
some great food!

Elise & a Hatfull of Plums

Soon after, everyone
else came into the glade.
Jessica’s cowboy hat
was plum full of plums!
(Plum pun intended). I’d
brought gallon Ziplocs
so she split them into
a couple of bags for all

By: KMTV, Posted: Mar 17, 2019
https://www.keloland.com/news/local-news/200-endangeredgoats-rescued-from-floods/1856103610
SARPY COUNTY, Neb. (KMTV) - A large herd of endangered
San Clemente island goats became stranded by the flooded
Elkhorn, NE and Platte Rivers in western Sarpy County. After
a careful trek to the herd and the help of volunteers, the goats
are safe and dry.
Around 5 p.m. on Friday, Joy Bartling, the executive director
of Scatter Joy Acres, became aware of the stranded goats near
240th and Q Streets. She hitched her trailer, put out a request
for volunteers, and headed out to the animals immediately.

The journey to the goats was no easy chore. Because all main
streets west out of Omaha were closed, Bartling had to drive in
from the south on streets covered in water.
As water was rising, 200 goats huddled together on top of
haystacks. The situation was grim.

One by one, goats were gently moved to her horse trailer
despite turbulent waters and darkness starting to close in
around them. A press release says the animals were fearful and
confused. One female goat had a foot stuck in a gate as waters
continued to rise, with Bartling working hard to free her.

Thankfully, the fence was breached and her foot was removed,
saving the goat from likely drowning.
All 200 goats were eventually loaded inside the trailer and
Bartling was ready to head home--but road closures created
more issues. She couldn’t go back the way she came as the
road was impassible, and nearly all of the main roads around
the area were closed.
Bartling had no choice but to travel in the opposite direction,
not knowing what was ahead.
The roads were covered by water, the press release says, but
she continued carefully. A few times, water rose up around the
truck and trailer, reaching the headlights.
After pulling through the more chaotic waters, Bartling made
the 30-mile trip home.
Dozens of volunteers gathered at Scatter Joy Acres handing
out dry towels. Each goat was carefully loaded off of the trailer
when it arrived, given to a volunteer who carried them to a
warm barn, dried the animal and brought it comfort.

					(cont Page 25, Col 2)
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Creating a Packgoat Obstacle Course
By Nan Hassey - www.goatorama.com

At the NAPgA Rendezvous this past June, there was
some discussion of creating a NAPgA-approved packgoat
curriculum for 4-H projects, and the first question that
always comes up is, “How do we design the obstacle
course?”
One thing to keep in mind is that a packgoat 4-H project
or even a competition does not necessarily require an
obstacle course—it requires an obedience test. This
may or may not include obstacles. A 4-H project could
be completed just as well by an end-of-season hike or
overnight pack trip. An arena competition could include
testing of a child’s ability to properly saddle a goat and
handle it without obstacles but with obedience tests for
things like ground tying, trotting, stopping, and standing
while the feet are handled, etc.

That said, obstacle courses offer more chances to
test the goat’s training and obedience and the child’s
handling abilities when faced with a variety of
challenges. They are also a fun spectator event at fairs
and goat shows. For an obstacle course to be successful,
it needs to present challenges that are appropriate for
both goats and handlers. Obstacles should never be
designed to trick the goat or the handler, scare the goat,
or to show off extreme athletic ability or circus-type
training. The average goat with decent training under
his belt should be able to accomplish the questions
asked by the course.

Obstacles should be designed with the age and
experience of both goats and handlers in mind. For
example, loading goats into a truck bed from the ground
is standard training for a mature packgoat with an adult
owner, but it is too difficult for the average 10-year-old
child to load a yearling goat into a full-sized truck from
the ground. It would be more appropriate to use a horse
trailer or to provide a sturdy step or ramp for the goat to
climb. Do not design a course geared toward your most
“hard core” packers. Design it toward the average. It is

important not to discourage the participants. A course
that only a few can complete is not fun for either the
competitors or the spectators.

Some people want advice on exactly the types of
obstacles and their dimensions—the height of a jump,
the depth of the water, or the width of a bridge—
but I think these questions are too specific and may
vary greatly depending on the level of the class and
the materials on hand. I don’t want to limit people’s
creativity by outlining exactly the types of obstacles
a course should contain. Try to include a variety of
challenges to test a goat’s willingness to walk on
different surfaces, go under, through, or between objects,
maneuver carefully around things, stop, back up, trot,
jump, remain calm around “spookums,” etc. A course
should test a goat’s established training, not trick him
with surprise problems he couldn’t possibly be prepared
to face.

Obstacles should always be safe for all the types of
goats that will be using them. An obstacle that is sturdy
enough for a small goat may collapse under the weight
of a full-grown wether, so make sure all materials are
solid and don’t wobble no matter how big the goat. Also
keep scale in mind so that both small and large goats
can comfortably use the obstacles, or make the obstacles
adjustable to accommodate various sizes of goats.
Surfaces should always have good traction, and obstacles
should never be so high that a goat or child could be hurt
if they fell from it.

Be creative with the materials you have on hand,
whether it be poles, ramps, tarps, baling twine, fencing
material, etc., and keep in mind that sometimes the
simplest obstacles are the hardest to perform correctly.
For example, one of my favorite obstacles is the ground
tie challenge. The goat is asked to stand while the
handler drops the lead and walks away a set distance.
Most goats continue to follow their handler while a few
may bolt for the exit gate (much to the amusement of the
crowd!). Another favorite obstacle is the trot challenge. A
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goat is asked to trot over poles or through weave cones.
Most end up being dragged at a fast walk. Obstacles
like this are very simple to create but are a wonderful
test of a goat’s prior training. With this in mind, don’t
feel you have to be overly elaborate when designing a
course. Think of the things a packgoat should already
be trained to do and create challenges that test those
skills.

around and pick up all the goat’s feet while he stands
obediently. Obstacles can be higher, steeper, and narrower
in a packgoat class, but they must still be safe and sturdy.

months old on an obstacle course. I’ve seen terrified,
screaming kids get dragged or carried through a course,
and on the other hand I’ve seen kids happily bouncing
along behind a proffered bottle, completely mindless
of what their feet are actually stepping on. The first
scenario is not fair to the baby goat and the second
scenario is not fair to other competitors. I want to see
trained goats on the course, and six months is about the
minimum age at which one might reasonably expect
a young goat to have enough training to be ready for
his first obstacle course. I also like to give the goat a
fighting chance. A goat should be old enough to make
up his mind whether or not he wants to behave, and he
should be strong enough to give his handler a run for
his money if he doesn’t want to cooperate.

Obstacles are usually constructed from manmade
materials, but natural obstacle courses can be just as fun
and challenging. I recently used a large, boulder-strewn
hillside to make an obstacle course. I used the natural
rock outcroppings along with fallen timber, brush, and
standing trees. A low limb can serve as a walk-under
obstacle while a fallen tree can be a jump. Brush and low
branches can test a goat’s tolerance for having things
touch his legs, sides, and belly. Narrow places between
trees or rocks test a goat’s ability to maneuver his pack
around obstacles on the trail. Natural water features
are always fun too. Make use of your materials and
surroundings and don’t worry so much about having
particular items on hand, but instead think of creative
ways to use the items you already have.

Obstacles do not have to be overly elaborate or difficult.
Your course should look inviting and it should be
entertaining to use and to watch. If you find that an
obstacle is too hard, think of ways to make it easier. For
example, expecting goats to walk through a pool of water
Another question often asked is, “What goats should be is probably too difficult for amateur competitors, but if
allowed to compete?”
you add a stump to the middle of the pool, it looks just as
fun while posing an achievable challenge for most goats.
I personally do not like to see any goat under six

If people want to show babies, it is ok to have a very
simple baby obedience course that showcases the kid’s
leash training. It might include weaving through some
cones, stopping, and trotting a short distance. It could
even include a very simple obstacle such as crossing a
low bridge or jumping onto a stanchion, but it should
not pose any challenges of bravery or athleticism.
When designing your course, consider what types of
goats will be in the class. Some classes are open to any
goat including dairy, meat, and fiber, and are also open
to both does and wethers. This type of class demands
easier obstacles that can be negotiated by both large
and small goats, dairy goats with udders, fiber goats
with wide horns, and meat goats that may not be
athletic enough to jump very high. Courses designed
specifically for packgoats, on the other hand, can be
designed with more difficult challenges and should
have more emphasis on training and obedience. You
will not have to worry so much about accommodating
a variety of sizes and abilities since most packgoat
types will be large wethers, and a certain minimum
of athletic ability should be expected and required.
For example, an “open” class might ask a goat to jump
over water while a packgoat class should require the
goat to actually get his feet wet. An open class might
ask children to pick up one of a goat’s hooves while
a packgoat class might require the handler to walk

People often ask me whether it’s ok for the handlers
to offer their goats food rewards during the class. My
answer is, “Absolutely!”.

While a perfectly trained goat should follow his handler
without the need for treats, we need to understand
that most goats in these classes are not yet perfectly
trained, and many will be nervous in a show setting. I
would rather see a goat getting bribed around a course
than to see him physically dragged or whipped into
obedience. Pulling on the halter or tapping the leash on
the hindquarters can help motivate a stubborn goat, but
neither of these things should be done to excess, and
sometimes the offer of a treat is the best way to get a
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stuck goat moving again. While I do deduct points for
coaxing a goat over obstacles with food, I never penalize
anyone for rewarding the goat with a treat after the
obstacle is completed. Treats, pets, and kind words
should always be encouraged.
The type of equipment required in an obstacle class
once again depends on the type of class it is. An open
“all-goats” class does not usually require packsaddles,
but children should be encouraged to use leashes. Many
children are accustomed to leading their goats directly
by the collar, but this can make it difficult for the goat to
use its head and neck for balance. It’s also much easier
to judge whether the goat performs willingly if it is on
a leash. If you are running an open class, bring a few
leashes since many of the children may not have them
if they normally only compete in showmanship-type
classes.

Leashes should be required in packgoat-specific classes
since it is very important for the judge to see whether
the goat can work willingly on a loose lead. Also, many
packgoats are horned and you should never allow
children to lead horned goats by the collar! This puts
the child dangerously close to the horns and also risks
serious injury if the child’s arm slips into the notch
between the horns. In fact, you may consider requiring
all horned goats to wear halters. The best way to control
the horns is to control the head, and children’s faces
may be the same height as their goats’ horns. A child
may also have a hard time managing any large wether,
horns or no horns, with just a collar. Halters do not have
to be required, but they should always be allowed in an
obstacle class.

saddles, make sure there is nothing that the saddle can
catch on and cause an accident. At the same time, try to
incorporate obstacles that require the goat to carefully
maneuver his pack. For example, you might design a
duck-under obstacle that requires the goat to crouch
down in order to clear the cross bucks, but make sure
the obstacle is secure and can’t crash down if the saddle
hooks on it.

“Fun” obstacle courses can be run on a time-only basis
where the only thing the goat competes against is the
clock. Time is added for skipped or half-done obstacles.
More serious competitions, however, should use a points
system to rate the goat’s performance. Overall time
should be used as a tie-breaker. Individual obstacles
should also be timed to prevent anyone taking too long.
Thirty seconds should be more than enough time for a
goat to complete any one obstacle. Never be shy about
waving on a competitor that takes too long. Training
should happen at home, not in the show ring, and no one
wants to watch a battle of wills play out in the arena!

Use your imagination and have fun! Obstacle courses can
be one of the most entertaining and rewarding activities
you do with packgoats. The course should show off the
goats’ natural and trained abilities in a way that is fun
for competitors and spectators alike.

Maine police joke ‘charges were dropped’ against
goat that chased woman

By Brie Stimson, Fox News
https://www.foxnews.com/us/maine-police-joke-charges-weredropped-against-goat-that-chased-woman

Police in a small
Maine town joked on
Facebook that they
were dropping the
charges against a goat
that chased a woman
down the street over
the weekend.
“You really never
know what you are going to encounter when responding
to a call of a woman being chased down the street,” the
tongue-in-cheek post from the Oakland, Maine Police
Department said.
The department added the officer tried his “freshly
Packgoat-specific classes should generally require
certified de-escalation skills,” which didn’t work on the
the use of packsaddles on goats over three years old.
animal Sunday.
Younger goats should not be required to use saddles
“Despite assaulting our officer a few times the suspect
since their backs may not be long enough to comfortably
was ultimately restrained. After being returned to his
carry one. If you allow younger goats to wear saddles,
owner, charges were dropped.”
keep an eye out for proper fit and be ready to have the
It’s not clear how the goat came to be chasing the
handler unsaddle the goat if it looks like the saddle
woman down the street, but apparently, there were no
is too large. When you design a course for goats with
serious injuries. :-))
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Making the Best of a Bad Situation
A treatise on hiking, burnt forests, and difficult trails
in Idaho’s Sawtooth mountains
Looking back into the distant mists of time, the period
of my youth, and the tiny bit of hiking I did at that time
before life stepped in and put off my real hiking until
about age 58, I can remember lush vegetation, beautiful
forests. And while I know that the Idaho environment is
wildly different from that of Western Washington where
I first dipped into the outdoors, I cannot believe that
the incredible carnage that I am seeing presently, in any
way resembles what existed before the land managers
began ‘managing’, and left us with the utter destruction
that we see today. Quite simply, the God of creation gave
us periodic fires in order to clean up the forest floor and
keep it healthy. What happens when that is not allowed
to occur, is a trash build-up on the forest floor that
causes the fire that eventually does occur to become
a crown fire, the ultimate description of destruction
itself. Due to the ‘land managers’ insistence on putting
out every fire as it occurs, we now have experienced
so many of these ‘crown fire’ events, that a hiker must
necessarily go somewhere other than southwest Idaho
to find a pristine forest.

Which brings us to my most recent experience. Hiking
partner(s) and I ventured forth into the (now) Sawtooth
wilderness in order to look in on a few of the lakes
that surround Sawtooth lake on the north end of the
Sawtooth mountains. There are two trailheads (TH) that
can be used to access this area, one at Grandjean, Idaho,
on the south edge of this wilderness, and the Iron Creek
TH which is 1000 feet higher at the start, and thus is
necessarily attractive to a lazy hiker like myself. ;-)
So, Monday AM, off we go up ID21 towards Stanley and
the Iron Creek TH.

Arriving at this locale, which I already knew to be busy,
nonetheless left my lower jaw banging off the bottom
of the steering wheel. There were at least 40+ cars at
this TH!! The TH parking was full, and cars were parked
down the road for a long ways. Not only is this NOT my
idea of a fun time, that is, hiking with most of the rest of
Idaho’s hiking populus, the goats do NOT do well with
that busy a situation either.
So, command decision time. Off we go, back to the
Grandjean TH, a long drive (back towards home,
incidentally) from the Stanley basin.

End result; we finally got onto the trail late in the
afternoon, and were blessed with the late afternoon
heat to hike with.

This trail goes a short distance up the south fork of
the Payette River drainage, then turns left up Baron
Creek. Almost immediately we enter the burn area that

comprises the majority of this area. So not only do we
have heat, now we have sun bearing down… not pleasant.
Due to our late start, we arrive at the junction of Baron
Creek and the North Fork of Baron Creek at a point,
time-wise, where planting for the night was necessary.
Interestingly, this area was having a convention, or so
it seemed from the number of other hikers in presence,
and we ended up with tent spaces that could best be
described as, ‘sub-optimal’.
Morning brought somewhat cool temperatures, which
were welcome, and off we go up the North Fork Baron
Creek drainage.

Now, do I have to tell you this? The North Fork Baron
Creek drainage was a burn area nearly all the way to
Sawtooth Lake. Ugly. We not only had to hike in the sun
for hours upon hours, but the burn was long enough ago,
and the maintenance more or less non-existent, that on a
very frequent basis, we had to push through large areas
of very durable bushes that had crowded completely
over the trail. What a lovely opportunity to meet Mr.
BEAR face to face (Incidentally, at one point, while
waiting for hiking partner to catch up, I looked down
to the bottom of the drainage and noted a quite large

Looking back down the drainage we’d come up

cinnamon bear. However, since he/she was beating feet
away from us, I suspected it was not currently a threat).
Also, to add an unwelcome coup de grâce, almost all of
the zillions of trees that had fallen over the trail were
‘old growth’. What does that mean? Basically getting over
them requires a ‘skyhook’. Launching over, or around,
these very large impediments is ultimately very taxing
on one’s energy resources and arrangement of packs, etc.
And with goats as your partner, getting they and their
equipment over trees that were sometimes 3ft thick
through, and studded with lots of potentially ‘animal
skin ripping’ spikes sticking out, is a challenge of the first
order, and something that is faced with great trepidation.
Deep in the woods is not an ideal time to have to do
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animal repair. Or the other, even-more-unpleasant,
option.

Late in the afternoon, we arrived at the last stream
crossing, which was about a mile from our ultimate
nighttime resting place. From this point onward, we
had a real trail, in a real forest, with the blessing of real
SHADE! We still had a considerable amount of altitude
to conquer, but the absence of blowdowns, and the cool

Sawtooth Lake, an Idaho Gem

them not only from the way they bounce around, but I
am figuring that there are that many fewer mosquitoes
left alive to contemplate accessing my blood supply.

Crossing one very energetic stream, George taking the
route less traveled. He was the only one to attempt this
particular route across this stream.

provided by the shade made it seem like a short mile
after the entire day in the sun.

This night was spent at a fairly small lake marked as
‘8271’ on the Topo, and was beauty personified. The
campsite was ideal as well, as it was 50 feet or so above
the lake, and one could sit in one’s camp chair and
view the entire lake in a wonderful, and spectacular
panorama. As the evening ‘rise’ began, the lake was alive
with trout taking advantage of the bounty of bug-life
temping them over their domain. Later on, as it became
nearly dark, I sat, as I love to do, and watched the bats,
dipping, diving and jinking in their quest to consume
the bug-life that the trout couldn’t get to. I love watching

Morning brought an abortive attempt to access the lake
marked 8771 on the Topo, and so we quickly bailed on
that one, returned to camp, loaded up, and hiked on up
to Sawtooth Lake itself. Upon observing Sawtooth Lake
in its environs, it is clear why it is one of the most visited
locations in the Sawtooth mountains. It is beautiful in
the extreme. However, when locations like this get ‘loved
too much’, it necessarily dampens the inherent spiritual
mystique that accompanies accessing these incredible
creations of our God.
We hiked around Sawtooth Lake from the south end,
which is a lengthy jaunt in and of itself, and after
dialoguing with the many folks who were interested
in the goats, a necessary part of hiking with these
wonderful little creatures, we continued up and out of
the Sawtooth Lake basin towards McGown Lakes.
Note: End of beauty.

McGown Lake, isn’t it pretty with no trees to block the view?

Lake 8271 from the campsite & catbird seat

From the top of this basin, and for the foreseeable future
of this hike, were black, ugly stubs, the remainder of
what had once been a thriving forest. Also, there were
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plenty of aforementioned black, ugly stubs that had had
the temerity to give it up and fall across the trail.

We lunch’d at the largest of the McGown Lakes, the
one marked 8505 on the Topo, and embarked on what
would be a long, hot and difficult descent down to the
intersection of the Trail Creek Lakes trail, Trail Creek
Lakes being our planned destination for the coming night.
The closer we got to this intersection, the more trees
were straddling the trail, and the steeper and more
circuitous the route became attempting to get around
them, remembering that it was hotter than blazes,
and we were perilously close to the end of our energy
reserves at this point.

We reached the Trail Creek Lakes intersection late in the
day. It would be hard to adequately describe the chaos
that this area provided. There were trees on top of trees
on top of trees, to the point that it seemed like a ‘forget
it’ situation. By this time, I was hotter than a firecracker.
I was thinking, ‘just how bloody bad does this trail
have to get before they send a trail crew up here to do
something about it?’

Upper Trail Creek Lake

Getting the goats through all of that was a timeconsumer, and difficult as well, as they definitely balk at
situations that look that threatening.
We finally exited that maze, and got onto the short trail
up to the lowest Trail Creek Lake. This trail was littered
with blowdowns as well, but NOTHING like the chaos
we had just left, and we plodded reasonably quickly up
this last climb to this beautiful lake.
Sadly the fire had burned right through this area and
on up the drainage, leaving you once again with the
situation of having to camp in the middle of burned out
stubs that had only ‘falling’ in their future. And there is
just something in me that is profoundly uncomfortable
with contemplating having a tree drop in on me during
the night.
In the morning, we took a jaunt up the drainage to
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see the other two Trail Creek Lakes, with the intention
of also visiting Regan and the other Trailer Lakes.
Unfortunately we only saw the two other Trail Creek
Lakes, and I made the command decision to head back
and head out. As was clear later in the afternoon, that
was wisdom personified, as my feet, which I have always
had some difficulty with, began to hurt to the degree that
I was questioning my ability to actually make it clear
back to the TH.
While we saw lots of beautiful lakes, and as always
enjoyed our time out, but it is such a sadness that so
much of our woods has been trashed to the degree it
has, and the restoration, that will eventually occur, will
be long after I am still taking in oxygen on this beautiful
planet.

All pictures of Idaho/Oregon Hikes Here:
www.boiselarry.com

The goats were brought to a holding pen to reunite. One
animal had a broken leg but was able to return to her baby and
start feeding again.
All of the goats are safe, dried and penned, the press release
says. Bartling continues to work to help animals impacted by
the floods.

San Clemente island goats are endangered--in 2007, only 450
of this breed existed.
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Dear Internet: Goats In Sweaters Are Cuter
Than Kittens In Mittens

December 8, 20187:00 AM ET
https://www.npr.org/sections/
goatsandsoda/2018/12/08/674133297/dear-internet-goats-insweaters-are-cuter-than-kittens-in-mittens

Goats, confirmed that goats can get cold, especially in
areas where they’re not sheltered during chilly periods,
which may explain why Sommers finds this happening
more in poorer areas.

Sohal says that the extra insulation, whether from a
sweater, a discarded track suit or a burlap sack, allows the
goat to divert more energy to productive purposes, like
getting meatier and birthing more kids. “Every practice
farmers are doing is to increase production,” Sohal says.
The first two years, profits from the calendar sales
benefited Guria, an organization combating sex
trafficking and bonded labor in India. After determining
Guria had capacity to solicit large donations from
international donors, Sommers shifted gears. Now, she
gives about half the profits to Asha Deep, a school for
underprivileged kids in Varanasi. (The rest of the money
she views as compensation for her labor.) The $4,500
donation from 2018 calendar sales provided the funds
the school needed to operate for one month.

Here at Goats and Soda, a feel-good goat story makes us
smile like little else. So when we came across pictures of
Asha Deep is a vetted charity on Global Giving, a U.S.“Sweateredgoats” on Instagram, we wanted to know more. based nonprofit that crowd funds donations for local
NGOs around the world. Goats in sweaters might be
The goat pics turn out to be about more than making
gimmicky, but Alison Carlman, director of impact and
people go “awwwwww.”
communications at Global Giving, says gimmicks can
The caprine fashionistas are featured on a calendar,
work, citing the ice bucket challenge that raised over
the sales of which have benefited local organizations in
$220 million for groups fighting amyotrophic lateral
Varanasi, India, where most of the images were taken.
sclerosis (ALS).
Christy Sommers, who takes the photos, first noticed
“Sometimes these things can really catch fire and raise
the cuteness that is clothed goats in 2010, while living
a lot of money in tiny increments,” she says. Beyond the
in a village in northwestern Bangladesh as a Fulbright
actual donation, these types of campaigns can also build
scholar studying rural primary education. Now she
new networks of small donors for an organization that
considers the project as adding “net happiness” to the
world and helping to share a little slice of life from parts wouldn’t have gotten on their radar otherwise, Carlman
explains. Goats also sidestep ethical issues, like using
of the world that Americans don’t often get to see.
images of children that strip them of dignity or that
“It blends my love of cute things with India and this
their parents may not have consented to, in an attempt
desire that I have for people to understand the rest of
to solicit funds. “This actually seems pretty smart and
the world better,” Sommers says.
respectful,” Carlman says.
Originally from Des Moines, Iowa, Sommers has spent
Sommers still ships the calendars out of her mom’s
much of the last five years working in northern India
house in Des Moines and counts her sister, who handles
as an instructor and administrator for a high school
logistics, as her only paid employee. Three shops in Des
and college travel abroad program called Where There
Moines sell the calendars, but they’re also available here.
Be Dragons. She started to notice goats, particularly in
Meanwhile, the goat owners aren’t that impressed. To
lower-income urban areas, decked out in winter gear.
them, dressing a goat in a sweater is no big deal. “They
Varanasi doesn’t actually get too cold — typically not
generally think I’m crazy,” she says.
dropping below a January average of 60 degrees.
Danielle Preiss is a freelance print and radio journalist
Sommers says when she asks families why the goats are
based in South Asia. She tweets @daniellepreiss.
clothed, they usually tell her it’s because they’re cold —
and look surprised that she’s asking something so obvious.
And it turns out to be a good idea.

Jagdip Singh Sohal, assistant professor of microbiology
and microbial genomics at Amity University in Jaipur
and organizer of the Asian Regional Conference on

To Support this worthwhile cause by buying a calendar:

sweateredgoats@gmail.com
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A message from NAPgA’s
President
With so many folks headed into the backcountry
this spring, summer and fall, I wanted to take this
opportunity to reach out to everyone and reflect on
NAPgA’s mission and vision statements as a reference
guide to “our responsibility” of being responsible and
ethical goat packers.

Almost every year we (NAPgA) get a dreaded phone call
or email letting us know that another goat packer has
lost a packgoat, or that packgoat(s) have been found by
another hiker, hunter, Wildlife Agency or Forest Service
staff. We all know too well that accidents can and do
happen when you’re dealing with Raw-mother nature
and the human element. Things can and will go wrong.
As with any outdoor recreational activity, using good
common sense and having a “Safety First” mentality will
pave the way to success.

This last year NAPgA has worked hard to sharpen and
refine our Best Management Practices or BMP’s. This is
a living document that has been whittled down to five
practices that we all need to follow to make goat packing
absolutely “Bullet Proof”. We also worked on putting
together an informational training video of our BMP’s to
be used as a training tool for continued education and
awareness. If you have not seen our Best Management
Practices or are not familiar with them I would like to
encourage you visit our website at www.napga.org and
click on RESOURCES, then scroll down to our BMP’s.
I would also like to encourage “everyone” to view our
NAPgA-BMP’s education and awareness video. You
can see the video at our website at www.napga.org
or Packgoats.com, or on You Tube at https://www.
youtube.com/watch?v=hTVEz04Hdl4. I would like to
personally thank Marc Warnke at Packgoats.com and
his videographer Shea Rodgers, both of Boise Idaho for
hosting and filming this project with us. We sincerely
hope that you will find it educational and useful.

On another note-NAPgA is also looking for volunteers
within our Packgoat community to help us with our
never-ending battle to secure and protect your rights
to use Packgoats on public lands. We are looking for
volunteers from every state to help us with keeping up
on Forest Draft Plans and public land use notifications
as they relate to Packgoat use. We have responded to
every forest plan that has proposed language to remove
“Packgoats” from the forest. If we did not respond it was
because we were not notified or it slipped under the
radar because no one had knowledge of it. We do not
want this to happen anywhere. If you are aware of any

potential changes in forest plans in your area, you need
to help us identify them and respond to them during
the “comments period”. If we are not made aware of
the potential change in the forest plan in your area or if
we do not respond during the open comments period
we have no legal standing in the objection process or
potential litigation. This is a daunting task that requires
boots on the ground monitoring of the public land issues
in your area. Anyone and everyone can help with this
issue. Please contact www.napga.org in our contact link
if you have any information about potential changes in
the forest plans or other public lands in your area such
as State or BLM land. Our very talented attorney Andrew
Irvine has been extremely instrumental with helping us
respond to these unwarranted and proposed closures.
Your memberships, monies and donations are used to
help with this cause and we are making progress. Please
reach out to use if you would can be a researcher or
scout to help us keep up with these land use issues.
“Long Live The Packgoat”
Curtis King
President, North American Packgoat Association

What is Happening in the Forest Near You??
Do you know? Neither does NAPgA.
And it is crucial that we keep up with what is happening on
our local lands, because new land use plans are popping
up like ads on your desktop. And in every new Land Use
Plan, if there is any Bighorn Sheep (BHS) anywhere in
that jurisdiction, there will be an attempt to rule your
goats out of the forest. And it doesn’t matter whether it is
Forest Service, or BLM land. If there are any BHS lingering
anywhere nearby, goats will be targeted.

In Idaho, there is a section of the Owyhee mountains that
is closed to goats. During the land use plan for that area,
the only announcements for that plan were made in a very
small town, NOT in Boise, or the Boise area, so it skimmed
along under the radar, and was put in force before anyone
in the goat community was aware.
NAPgA cannot keep track of all the government land and
their attempts to close it to us. Curtis has asked that you
keep track of what is happening in the government lands
nearest to you. That is the only way we will have the eyes
and ears we need to have in order to respond to these
continuing attempts to send us all back to our goat pens…
and out of the forest.

NAPgA needs the support of all goatpackers. NAPgA
is the only entity that is fighting like mad to hang on
to our ability to access the forest. Please join and support NAPgA NOW!		
Application Page 28
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Why Join NAPgA? NAPgA is the only organization that exclusively represents goatpackers, and works
tirelessly to open areas for camping and hiking with your goats that are closed right now, or have
come under fire for the supposed danger of goats to Bighorn Sheep. The NAPgA governing board holds
regular quarterly meetings, which are open to the entire membership (Meetings are conducted via
computer and Internet-base meeting software).
Where do Your Dues Go? Since this is an all-volunteer organization, there is very little ‘manpower
overhead’ and so your dues are exclusively used for issues directly connected to goatpacker concerns.
As of late, we have spent a lot of money for our legal representation, but that has been well-rewarded
in our successes with our fight to keep goatpacking open in the Shoshone and other unfriendly
locations. Goat packers, due to our limited time as a recognized pack entity, have our work cut out for
us in order to gain recognition as a viable part of the overall ‘packer’ spectrum. NAPgA is the only
means to get that done, and those that are a part of the current BOD are working daily to make that
happen.
Please join with us NOW and help us to encourage and develop packgoating nationwide. Dues may be
paid with PayPal or with a check to:
Membership Classes:
Bronze,
$20
Silver,
$50
Gold,
$100
Youth,
$10

By becoming a member, you help NAPgA work to keep the wilderness open to Packgoats
NAPgA Mail Application

Date: ____________________________________________ Date Received: ____________________________________________
Member Name(s): ____________________________________________________________________________________________
Address: ________________________________________________________________________________________________________
City: __________________________________ State: ______ ZIP: _____________________________
Phone: ________________________ Fax: __________________________ eMail: _________________________________________
Brief Description of Packgoat Experience and/or Interest:
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Contact: napga.org@gmail.com

Website: http://www.napga.org
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Pack Goat Marketplace

Butthead Pack Goats & Equipment. Packgoat kids: Togg/Alpine/Oberhasli crosses.

Northern California. CAE Negative tested herd. Twenty-two years, raising & training
packgoats. Kids can be seen on web: buttheadpackgoats.com. Call Dennis Willingham,
530-432-0946.

	
  

Advertising	
  CAE	
  Status	
  

	
  
“CAE	
  PREVENTION	
  PROGRAM”	
  	
  (May	
  be	
  modified	
  by	
  the	
  words	
  “strict,	
  continuous,	
  etc.	
  Assumes	
  a	
  
history	
  of	
  testing	
  of	
  does	
  yearly,	
  and	
  pasteurization	
  of	
  all	
  milk	
  products.)	
  
“CAE	
  	
  NEGATIVE	
  TESTED	
  HERD”	
  	
  (Use	
  this	
  only	
  if	
  your	
  does	
  are	
  tested	
  yearly	
  or	
  have	
  tested	
  negative	
  
in	
  the	
  current	
  year.)	
  	
  
“GUARANTEED	
  CAE	
  FREE	
  OR	
  RETURN”	
  	
  (This	
  means	
  that	
  you	
  will	
  replace	
  the	
  kid	
  if	
  he	
  is	
  found	
  to	
  be	
  
CAE	
  positive	
  at	
  the	
  earliest	
  age	
  of	
  reliable	
  testing,	
  which	
  is	
  considered	
  by	
  WSU	
  to	
  be	
  12	
  months.	
  This	
  
is	
  the	
  only	
  context	
  in	
  which	
  “CAE	
  free”	
  will	
  be	
  accepted.	
  This	
  does	
  not	
  guarantee	
  a	
  CAE	
  free	
  kid,	
  just	
  
replacement.)	
  Remember	
  that	
  you	
  will	
  have	
  a	
  year	
  of	
  work	
  into	
  a	
  kid	
  by	
  the	
  time	
  it	
  is	
  testable.	
  
Any of these choices will more clearly define a herd’s status to buyers and should be welcomed as a
step forward in controlling a disease that is potentially crippling to packgoats.
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Idaho Destinations to put on your gotta-go-there list
Crimson Lake, Idaho
44.422499, -114.89178

In the past, I have referred to Crimson Lake as the jewel of
Idaho backpacking. The lake and the surrounds both are
about as picturesque as it is possible to get. Even the lakes
above Crimson in the cirque are wildly picturesque. The
only down side to this one is the hike in. It is long, 11 miles,
and traverses, for much of its length, a burn area, which
has the habit of dropping trees across the trail on a regular
basis. On this year’s venture into this area, we could easily
have gone over or around 50-60 downed trees.
Crimson is located due north of Stanley, ID, between and
just north of Cabin Creek Peak and Red Mountain Peak,
and is accessed (TH) near the Yankee Fork gold dredge.

Subscribe to:

Goat Tracks

Journal of the Working Goat
13 Norwood Place | Boise, ID 83716
larry@goattracksmagazine.org
One Year (4 issues) $24 – or– two years $46
n Canada add $4 per year (cash or check on US
bank only)
n Overseas Subscriptions $32/Yr (US currency)
n Paperless edition ($20/Yr) (a PDF will be
available for download on the website)
n

If you wish to pay by credit card through PayPal,
simply go to PayPal (www.paypal.com) and request
your payment be sent to:
Larry@GoatTracksMagazine.Org.

Kane Lake, Idaho

43.78627, -114.15962

Kane Lake is in the Copper Basin which lies on the east
side of Idaho’s Pioneer Mountain chain, just north of
Hyndman Peak. Kane Lake is pretty, but so are hundreds
of other Idaho high mountain lakes.
So what makes Kane Lake distinctive?
The fact that Kane Lake sits in a massive granite
amphitheater. It has to be experienced to get the full
impact, but my pictures are on the website here: http://
www.boiselarry.com/recents/2019/kanelake/kanelake.html

The down side is the trail, which gains 2000’ and traverses
many areas of difficult footing and a couple or three large
rockslide areas.
Bottom line: the view and the camping area are well
worth the effort to get to see it in all its glory.

Name _____________________________________
Address ___________________________________
Telephone _________________________________
Email _____________________________________

If this is a gift, please include your contact information so we can confirm your gift order with you.)
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WORKING GOAT DIRECTORY

For only $10 per year, (That’s $2.50 an issue), advertise your name, address, and goat related items that
you offer, such as equipment, pack or breeding animals, stud service, outfitting services, artwork, ANYTHING relating to working goats. Even if you don’t have anything to sell, this is a great way to just let
other working goat enthusiasts know that you are out there. There is a 15 word limit (address and phone
count as one word). Underline key words and they will be highlighted. Listings will be organized by state.
ARIZONA
PURPLE MOUNTAIN PACKGOATS
Family Adventures. Day Hikes, Cookouts, Campouts
120 S. Houghton Rd. #138, Box 222
Tucson, AZ 85748, 520-403-4056
AZ Packgoat@aol.com
GRANDMA’S PACKGOATS
Kids for Sale - CAE Free or Return
Box 308, Aguila, AZ 85320, 928-685-2476
powell@tabletotelephone.com
CALIFORNIA
BUTT-HEAD PACKGOATS & EQUIPMENT
Packgoats bred for packing:
Toggenburgs, Oberhasli, Alpine mix
CAE Prevention Program
Best quality goatpacking equipment
PO Box 333
Rough and Ready, CA 95975
530-432-0946
bhpackgoats@hotmail.com
www.ButtHeadPackGoats.com
IDAHO
NORTHWEST PACKGOATS & SUPPLIES
Saddles. Packs & Pads Saddle kits & Economy 4-H kits
147 Wilson Rd.
Weippe, ID 83553
1-888-PACKGOAT
www.northwestpackgoats.com
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GOAT TRACKS:
Journal of the Working Goat
13 Norwood Place
Boise, ID 83716-3283

Getting the Baaaaad Guys :-)
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